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READER. 


READER, 


hear the Ways and People of God almoſt every where ſpoken 
Hainſt, % railed againſt, Tam willing Fo pat 


% my Hand (being ſet for the Defence of the 2 Sam. "TR 


Gaſp el) to help to bear up the Ark of Goa, now 
the Feaſts do thus ſhake it, 


I am ſenſible, we have in our 1 5 8 greater 


Avilities, and better skill'd in this military Diſcipline, to 
rally Chriſt*s ſhatter d Forces than I am; but the ſtrongeſt 


Men have not always the beſt Courage; thoſe will oft ſit at 
tome, and ſpy the ill Condutt of others, rather than ven- 


ure an Encounter. + 


I Preſume thou wilt find but. fem Books written on this 
Subjett';" by reaſon of which there comes to be ſo much 
Irnorance of what is diſcourſed an. To be informed in this 
Point ſeems very neceſſary” at t this Time. Our inſulting 
Advrrſaries are nom got upon the higheſt Ground, from 
whence they are dail 5 [charging their Blunderbuſies 4 
gainſt us; which, tho" not loaden with Ball, and ſo do us 

no hurt, yet eboir terrible Noiſe is ready to affright back 
ſeme of Chriſt*s faint-hearted and undiſciplin d Sold; . 
who hearing this great Sound, ſtand ama d, ſaying, Men 
and Brethren, are theſe things {o? Being concerned to 


1 
* o 
"* 


iv Il be Epiſtle to the Reader. 
But who can tell, for once, what 4 Stripling may do in 
ſo good a Cauſe? Who can tell, but by ſome of thoſe 
ſmooth Stones I have choſen, I may wound the Heads, or 

4 leaft ſmite through the Joints of the Harneſs of thoſe 
| Heaven-daring Goliahs, who” are bidding Defiance to the 
whole Armies of the living God ? while ſome, even of my 
Brethren, may be ready to ſay to me, as David's eldeſt 

| Brother, 1 Sam. 17. 28. And his Anger was kind led a- 
gainſt David, and he ſaid, Why comeſt thou down hi- 
ther? With whom haſt thou left thoſe few Sheep in 
the Wilderneſs ? I know thy Pride, and the Naugh- 
tineſs of thine Heart. And yet this Man was made the 
Inſtrument of their Deliverance. Had he been as con- 

| ardly as. they were, what. had become of em all? 
Tyye World knows we have Men among us can ſpeak 
well, yet many are too mealy mouth d to plead in ſuch a 
Cauſe as this; eſpecially in ſuch a Day as this. Tet who 
can juſily blame any for not helping to pull down a Houſe 
which they may deſign to live in, or at leaſt to take ſhelter 


in, when a ſtormy Day comes. CEE 
But ſome will ſay, If you are a Man of ſuch Courage, 
|  #hy are you afraid to prefix your Name to your Book? 
I anſwer, If have conceal d my Name, I have not 
conceal d my Judgment. But know, tis not Fear that hath 
made me do this. For as Ido not know of any thing that I 
have wrote, that may juſtly diſpleaſe any; ſo neither do 
I fear ſuch as may be angry without a cauſe. So long as J 
have Truth on my ſide, I ſhall not fear the Faces of Men. 
He is unworthy the Name of a Chriſtian, much more of 4 
Miniſter of Chriſt, who can heur the ways of God ridicul'd, 
and not open his Mouth in Defence of em. 
Mor is it always enough to defend the Truth in our Pul- i 
pits. Our chief Accuſers will not vouchſafe to give ui 
the hearing there; tho many of ours (poor eaſie Souls) 
can at Times fit under them patiently, to hear the Ways 
and People of God reviled; and themſelves and dear 
Friends anathe ma ixed: For which Sin they muſt anſmer 

bo God one Day, J 


Vu 


uworthineſs of the Author, may not cauſe Prejudice 
in the Reader; well knowing, how Mens Writings are va- 


caſt Refletions on him whom they do not know, Let them 
in mild Terms, as thoſe that contend for the Truth (and ' 


nt 4s Men ſtriving for a Party) indeavour to ſet forth 


the Truth in a clearer Light. And if by ſolid Arguments 


can ſee my miſtake, I will ſoon-retrat# what I haue 
written. 1 have a Soul to be ſaved, and hope I ſhall always 


be willing to be further enlightened into what may tend 
to its preſent, or future Good. 1 „%%% ö yep 5 8 


« much delight read, or heard what was contrary to my 


th Answer which this may provoke unto, I am content. 


the Diſſenters are as faulty in their ſeparating from 
do Itbe publick Worſhip, as they are repreſented, I heartily 


viſß we may all ſpeedily return; but if not faulty, I ear- 
mjrly deſire our Accuſars may be convinced, before it is too 


Pul- N one without 4 Carſe. He that juſtifies the Wicked, 

e d he that condemns the Juſt, are both an Abomina- 
% VC 
Ways $:ould thoſe deſpiſed People, be found (after all) to 


the People of God, and their Way of Worſhip to be 
ofwer e pureſt Worſhip, hom will our Accuſers Mouths be ſtopt 
i the great Day ? Chriſt take; what is ſpoken againſt his 

ET F People, 


e Epiſtle to the Reader. 
But I have concealed my N ame, to the End, that the 


lued from their Names. If therefore any think good 
to Anſwer what I have written, I deſire em, not to put 
the Reader to charge about the want of a Name; but ra- 
ther ſpeak home to the Matter that they do know, than to 


1 never was ſo bigotted to a Party, as only to hear what 
could be ſaid by them, or for them. Yea, I have with 


Judgment, as what hath been agreeable thereto ;, to the 
Ia, that if I was in a miſtake, I mlt thereby be con- 
e, N vinced of my Error; or if not, to be the more confirm d 

in the Truth. If thereſere, I or any that read, may get 
ot Ney true Light into the Point in hand, by this, or any ſolid 


ae, of all their had Speeches avainſt us. For as he 
uſt be a wicked Perſon that ju/Hy falls under a Church's 
enſure, ſo that Church muſt be as wicked, that cenſures 


k1 
23 


The Epiſtle to the Reader! 


rept as ſpoken againſt himſelf. 1 wiſh therefore, 
could appeaſe our noiſy Accuſers, by. the advice of Ga- 
maliel, Act, 5. 38, 39. And now 1 lay unto you, re- 
frain from theſe Men, and let them . for if this 
Counſel, or this Work be of Men, it will came to 
5 t: But if it is of God, eee 
Teft haply ye be found even to Fight ag ainſt God. 
All I ball add, ſhall be this - Crd 7 I bave found am 
Thing publiſhed on this Subjett that had given me full Sz 
 Tisfatt ion, it ſhould haue prevented this; but finding ſome 
giving away the Cauſe, inſtead of defeuding it; others 
Afraid to ſpeak plain; for this Reaſon 1 fac oe 
Cn the week _—__ of 255 to — . 


Wo 


Farewel. 
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diums with which the Saints and People of God 
have been branded from Generation to Generation; 
with the former by the Papiſts, with the latter by 


nominal] Proteſtants. And as theſe Charges differ not much 
the one from the other, ſo, if I miſtake not, our Accuſers differ 
as little, as che Things whereof they accuſe us. Scarce ever 


was there a greater out-cry againſt Schiſm than now; and for 


{ ought I know there may be ſome cauſe; but that which is more 


to be bewail'd, and like to do more miſchief than even Schiſm 
itſelf, is that great Ignorance there ſeems to be among People 
of all keis of the Nature of the Thing, by reaſon of 


| rilous and unchriſtian like Reflections, and inſtead thereof 


of an occaſion for ſuch a Cenſure, than to prevent it. 
DISSENTERS are ſingled out from all others, as the 


| this Charge, but right or wrong, Schiſmaticks they muſt be. 


inſlead of reclaiming ſuch as are gone from them, they daily 


not 


Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks : | 
CHES 


Hz and Schiſm have been the common O- 


which, few are able to make a right Judgment, whether they 
are Guilty, or not Guilty, If ſome would forbear their ſcur- 


truly ſhew what Schiſm is, perhaps the Offence might ceaſe. 
But to condemn any without a Trial, is contrary to Law and 
| Golpelz and looks as if ſuch raſh Judges were more defirous 
tts to ſhoot at; nor can Innocency itſelf defend them fem 


And, O! that damnable Sin of Schiſm! And yet after all, 


| (by this means) loſe more; which gives any rational Man 
| bround to think, that either the Perſons they exclaim at are 
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8. Diſſenters- no Schiſmaticks ; 
not Guilty of what is charged upon them, or elſe that the 
Mears they ule to reclaim them are very indirect. t 

Inis brings to mind a comical Paſſage, with which Þ 1 

divert the Reader, A Fool that I well know, (quite a Na. 

| tural Fool) was (ent by his Father, a little before Harveſt, to p 

a neighbouring Town with a Basket, to fetch home a Brood cf G 

_ Chickens; as he was coming through the ſtanding Corn, the t 
Basket not being cloſe enough, one of them got out at a Hole, < 

and run into the ſtanding Corn ; the Fool firſt tryed to call it 1 
back, but the Chicken liking the ſtanding Corn better than to co 

lit 
Ti 
We 
th 


be crampt up in a Basket, would not come back; the Fool then 
to ſhow his Wit, opens the Basket, with a relolve to force it 
an; after it he goes, in a great Rage, mean while all the ref; 
got out, and fo he loft the whole Brood, and came home as 
wiſe as he went, r 
But perhaps our Adverſaries care not whither we run, m) 
_ If they can but hereby advance themſelves, as doubtleſs they Ch 
| Hope they ſhall, we living in a Day when we call the Proud WM (or 
happy. Yea, They that work Wickedneſs, are ſet up, and they Ki; 
that tempt God are even delivered, as in Mal. 3. 15. And eſpe- goi 
_ cially, having an Inſtance of late, of one, who by the ſame So 
means was advanced from the Dunghil to great Honour. But cou 
let ſuch know, tho? we have a ſingle Inſtance of one ſuch ad- the. 
VVuanced by Men; yet we have a Scripture Inſtance Wl fog 
Eſt. 7. 10. of one hanged on a Gallows Fifty Cubits high, or 
VW Wh& no More delerved it than the former. To lay WM whe 
nothing now of ſuch as were torn in Pieces alive for the ſame, N whc 
Dan. 6. 11, 24, From which different event, tis yet doubtful WM hav 
what the end of ſuch endeavours will be. Tempora mutantur & T 
20 mutamur in ills, | | pe Ded 


So much Time is ſpent by ſome in preaching down, er rather N thol 
crying down Schiſm, that they ſcarce have time to preach 2- Wiute 
gainſt other Sins, as if no other Sins would damn but Schiſm. low 
Schiſm ! Sqchiſm! That dreadful, damnable, and unpardon- WM An! 


able Sin of Schilm ! Whoring, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, c. are 
but venial Sins, and meer peccadiloes, if compared to Schiſm, in 
the Judgment of ſome Men. And much more Charity they 
have for, Love to, and Acquaintance with ſuch as are guilty of 
thoſe, if they will but own themſelves Sons of the Church, 
than for thoſe that are departed from them, tho? they have none 
of rhole Plague Spots appearing upon them. 
Now when Things are thus, it highly concerns us to en- 
quire into the nature of the Thing; that if we are gnilty, 2 
they repreſent us, we may be truly humbled, and return; 
not, that we may be able to put to rebuke Gain-ſayers, or at 
leaſt, may ſatisſie our Conſcience, and be able to give a Realon 
to him that asketh us. For I cannot but fear, that many of cui 


Diſlenters are as Ignorant of the Nature of what they are — 
= — 


ſed, as their Accuſers, by reaſon whereof they come to be affrigh- 
ted with meer Sliadows. To | 
| ſhall therefore for this once fall in with the Times, and 


p to preach down that damnable Sin of Schiſm, And that 1 


aay not ſeem to write any Thing uſeleſs, or to plow my 


Ground with other Mens Heifers, 1 ſhall carefully begin where 


they have left off. And therefore, as they bave done well ia 


come, who are juſtly chargeable herewith; to I ſhall ſay but 


—_ 


ſome for a total Separation, and we have ſome of a mungrel 


Some have already intreatze Favour with others, when they 
could find none among us. And what maternal Affections have 
they tound, while among thoſe they have been proinoted to 
fome little Honour, who by Realon of their weak Abilities, 


have yet {ome little Kindneſs for the very worſt of us. 


ted by lome otters, that they will not open their Youths againſt 
her Withole kind Benefators; ner by their good Will would they 


Im. Wow thoſe Forerunners. Nor ſhall I wonder, if I have the firſt 
om Anſwer from ſome of thoſe. F §ðꝝZâß as,” 5 
are But we have ſome among us that are Iſraelites indeed, 
„ 10 bo are for walking in all God's Ordinances blameleſs; fome 
hey hat know Chriſt's Voice, and will not follow a Stranger; lome 

y of that don't ſeek to pleaſe Men, but God. To thele L chiefly di- 
rch, rect my Diſcourſe, as being Diſſenters indeed; not doubting of 


a? Truth, will be glad to hear it defended ; and if I can but be 


em gerwiceable to thofe, the reſt will ſhift for themſelves. Ihe 

7 1 general Heads I fhall ſpeak to ſhall be theſe. b | 

of i. BY 1. 1 ſhall lay down ſome Propoſitions touching the Nature of 

ealon WSchiſm, * | 

| ct Bi il. Shew what a pure Goſpel Church is, the departing 

_— om which may render ſuch guilty of Schilm, 5 
( RITES I III. Shew 


or diſenting Churches Orthodox. 9 


e wing the dreadfulnels of the Sin, and the heavy Judgments 
which they muſt expect in this World, and that which is to 


little of theſe, but bend my mind to let fortn the Nature of the 
Tring, in as plain and intelligible a Style as poſſible, tnat fo the 
weakeſt may underſtand it; it being for their lakes that I write 
| cangot well expect herein to pleaſe all Men; no, nor all 
my diſſenting Brethren. For as in the Publick, ſome are High 
Church, and fome Low Church; to among ourſelves, we have 


Kind, that are for Occaſional Communion : Such are not for 
going lo far off, but that they may be within call, if need be. 


or iather {candalous Lives, weie juſtly giown into Contempt 
where they had been? From whence I ſee, tho? thole from 
whom we diflent may lometime give us a hard Word, they 


The kind Re-eption of ſome hath been ſo gratefully reſen- . 


1 4- Wlutiter others; not knowing what occaſion they may have to fol- 


attoever Denomination they are, but thole that thus love 


10 Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks ; 2 
III. Shew what it is that conſtitutes a Perſon a Member of 
ſuch a particular Church, ſo as that his depaiting from it, or 
not holding Communion with it, may be Schiſm. _ f 

IV. Shew you under a diſtin Head what Schiſm is. 1. 


1. Profoſition. All Separation from a Church, or Publick. 
Worſhip, is not Schiſm. As 'tis the Cauſe, not the Puniſh. 
ment that makes a Martyr ; ſo 'tis either the Purity of the 
Church we depart from, or the manner of our Geparting, that | 
makes us Schilmaticks. If a Church, to which we do belong, 
_ grows Heterodox, and departs from Goſſ el Rules; or we are 
enabled to ſee more clearly into its Errors, than heretofore ; 
our peaceable depariing from ſuch a Church, to join with a bei- 
ter, doth not carry in it the leaſt ſhew of Schitm. A Church 
that God is departed from, or rather never was preſent in, we 
may depait from without Schiſm. If God is fo departed from 
a Church, that we ſee little of his ſanctifying Preſence, and as 
little of his converting Prelence, tis high time to think of re- 
moving to another Church, And to be Followers of God as dear 
2 Children, Eph. 5.1. And as the living Creatures, 
Ezek. 1. 19. and the Wheels went together, ſo we are to mind 
the Motion of the Wheels, and when thoſe go, 
we muſt go, and ſhall go, if we are ſpiritually alive, To what 
ond ſhould we ſtay in a Church, where God is not? What ate 
mine nw 
Lis obſervable, that in the Tabernacle Worſhip of Old, the 
Cloud was to them the Token of God's Preſence, and tis ſaid, 
Num. 9.22, 23. Or whether it were Two Days, or a Month, or a Year 
at the Cloud tarried upon the Tabernacle, remaining thereon, the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael abode in their Tents, and journeyed not : But when it 
was taken uf, they journeyed. At the Commandment of the LORU 
Ibey reſted in their Tents, and at the Commandment of the LO KD ti 
qourneyed : They kept the Charge of the LO RD, at the Command ment 
of the LORD bythe Hand of Moles. Note, God's removing from 


them, carried in it the Nature of a Charge, and a Command to be 
them to follow. And if this is a Rule, it ſeems high ume tor Du 
us to depart. For where is there any Thing like che converting thi 


Preſence of God in the Church we ſeparate from? I do profcls 
I never knew one Soul converted there in all my Life. Nay, 2 
Church Parfon told me, they did not expect any tuch Thing 5 
_ Converſion. From ſuch a Church the Lord deliver me. Dont 
we find, that if by any Providence any are awakened about tieit 
State, the next Thing commonly is, they are gone to the Meet. 
ings. Nay, is not God as much a Stranger there as to his con 

forting Preſence? To talk of the Preſence of God in Ordiiit 

ces, they look upon it as meer Cant. Nay, a great Man 2110's 
them we diſſent from, ſcoffing at the Spiritual Comforts 16!!! 

have in Ordinances, tells us in his Bock, that a Doſe of Phys 
| : | Wd 
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will produce the ſame Effect. How wel! ſuch Men are acquain- 
„d with the Comforts of the Spirit, judge ye. Another of. the 


4blick Miniſters told me, an Organ was of great uſe to revive 


ne rroubled tor Sin. 


Nor are we only call'd by theſe ſecret Whiſpers to lepa- 
rate from fuch a Church, but we have poſitive Commands in 


the Old and New Teſtament to ſeparate from ſome, even in 


outs of Worſhip, back'd with ſad Inſtances of God's ſevere 


udgments on ſuch as have not. To name ſome few, fee 


Iſa. 52: 11, 12. Depart ye, depart e, go ye out from thence, touch) 
no unclean Thing, go ye out of the midſt of ber; and adds, The 


LORD will go before you. Obſerve, how there is a Promiſe 
that God would go before them, and behind, to guide and pro- 


tect em. Aud that it was a Separation in point of Worthip, 
ſeems evident from thele Words, Be ve clean that bear the Veſ- 
ſels of the LORD, An Inſtance of Judgments inflicted for not 
ſeparating, you hive, Numb. 16. 26, 32. Depart I fray you 
from the Tents of theſe wicked Men. And becaule they did not, 

tis laid, v. 32. The Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwallowed them 


up, and their Houſes, and all the Men that appertained unto Ko- 


rah. And that this was for not ſeparating in point of Worſhip, 
is clear, from, v. 9, 1c. e Yr e 


The New Teſtament is as clear in this point, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 
18. Come out om among them, and be ye ſeparate, f1ith the 
LORD: And touch no unclean Thing, and I will receive you. And 


promiles, I will be a Father unto you, and ye ſball be my Sous and 
Daughters, And that this command of ſeparating was in point 
of Worſhip, is clear from v. 16. And what Agreement hath the 
Temple of the Lord with Idols? The example of Judgments for 
not ſeparating, fee 4#s 5. 36. For before theſe Days, roſe up 


Theudas, boaſting himſelf to be ſomebody, to whom a number of 
Men, about Four Hundred, joined themſelves, and was Slain, and 
all, as many as obeyed him were ſcattered, and brought to nought. 
Thus you lee, that ſome Separation is Lawful, and ſo can't 
be Schiſm, Nay, ſome Separation is commanded, and fo a 
Duty. And they that will deny what I have been proving under 


this Head, will, for ought I can ſee, bring the whole Nation 
under the Charge of Schiſm; eſpecially choſe that are our 


greateſt Accuſets, in ſeparating from the Church of Nome; un- 


leſs they can wipe off the Repioach, by ſaying (as I believe with 
a [afe Conſcience they may) that they are not ſo far departed 
from the Church of Rome, as lome think they are. I confets 


I nezer thought Luther, or his Followers Schiſmaticks. Thie 
Iolatrous, and Superſtiticus Worſhip of the Church of Rome, 
wii lutficiently juſtifie from ſuch a Charge. When the Papiſis 


have challenged rhe Proteiiants to prove where their Church 
Was before Luther, I can't find that ever they have proved they 


Were a ſepatate Church, but a true Church in them, as Chatr 


- 
4 * N > . 1 
I 
i 4 — 1 


12 Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks, 
and Wheat, tho' of a different kind, yet both make but one heap, 
till ſeparated - | . 
| 8 Noa how unreaſonable, and unſcriptural, is 1 
Mar. 7. 4,5. for any to pretend to pluck out the Mate of the'4- 
: | Brothers Eye, when there is a Beam in their own » 


Cghriſt calls ſuch Hypocrites, for all their Zeal. How unfair to 
_ charge us with Schiim, in ſeparating from them for great Mat- 


| ters, when they themſelves have lepargted from others for much 
ſmaller, and yet think themſelves Iunocent; yea, when we our 
ſelves are Witneſſes that they are fo? „ 
Objection, But here is no Compatiſon between us and you: 
Ours was a Separation from Popery, yours from Proteſtants. 
Anſwer, How far the Compariſon will hold good, I ſhall for- 
bear to mention; yet certain it is, from hence, that fince all Sc- 
patation is not ſinful, ours ought to be duly weighed with ſome 
_ Grains of allowance before it is condemned, or we rejected as 
reprobate Silver. EC 5 
But I further Anſwer, I doubt not but in the Church of 
Rome, there is ſowzething more Praiſe-worthy, than ſome Things 
among us Proteſt ints. 3 5 


I am not for crying down, or crying up any Party by the 


Lump. there being ſomething good among all Profeſſors. I 
| hope it will oſfend none, to lay, that ſome of the Prayers of 


the Church of Rome, are better than the Oaths, and horrid Ex- 


ecrations of our prophane Proteſtants, tho?, in the mean time, 
Sons of the Church. Nor do I think a Maſs-houſe worſe than a 
Whore-houle, It then, it is lawful to ſeparate from the Church 


of Kone, whete there then was, and nos is lomething good; | 


 methinks it ſhould caule thoſe very Peilons to be niore mild 
in thei Cenſutes againſt us, for ſeparating from a Church, 


wilere tire is ſo much Evil tolerated ; but theſe, like the Eye, 


can [ce every Thing but itlelf | | 
But if after all, we inuit ſtill be branded as Schiſmaticks, it 


may afford us ſome Comfort under ſo heavy a Charge, to think 
who our Acculers are, One cou forted himſelf, that tho' ſome 


ſ poke Evil of him, yet that they were evil Men that ſpoke it. 
*11 a genera! Obſervation | have made, that if we can but find 
2 publick Miniſter tat is Oithodox in the Faith, a good Preach- 


er, one that is Sober, and juit in his Dealings, this Man is 2 


lover of the Diſſenters, and bewails that there is ſuch caule 
given for their Separation, But if on the other Hand, we find, 
(as we ealily may) one that is a lover of his Pleaſures more 
than a lover of God, one that preaches poorly, and lives much 
worle than he preaches ; one that is vox S praterea nibil, all 
Voice; one that trequently waſhes his venomous Mouth, after 
he comes out of his Pulpit on a Sabbath Day, with a Pint of 
Braudy, or a few Bottles of good old Sherry, at a publick Inn, 
or Tavern, this is the Mau that brands us with Schiſm; and 


ſeldom 
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ſeldom doth he lo much wiſh our Confuſion, as when he R 
drinking his own, And fince theſe ate the Men, and this is the 


Time, we may hope it may not be ſo bad with us as tiey affirm; 
and that this Charge may rather ariſe from the delirium of their 
own intoxicated Brain, than any Sin in us. There is a Wo 


pronounced againſt us, when all Men Ipeak well of us, Luke 
6.26. And ſince we mult have the ill Word of ſome, I think 
it had as good be the ill Word of theſe Men, as of any that 
have a Tongue in their Heads. Could we but lay the Reins 
| looſe, and run into the ſame excels of Riot, we ſhould cer- 
tainly have a better Word, tho' we [ſeldom came at their Place 
of Worſhip. „„ . . 


2. Propoſition. A Perſon may continue in a Church, and yet 
be guilty of Schiſm, For as I have ſhewn, a Perſon may de- 
part from a Church, and be Innocent; fo now I am to ſhew, 
how a Perſon may continue in a Church, and ſeem a great ſtick- 


ler for that Church, and yet be far more guilty than he that is 
totally departed from it. *Tis ſaid, 1 Cor. 12. 26. no Schiſm 
in the Body, not from the Body. Schiſm is a Rent, but as 2 

Garment may be rent, tho* not quite in Twain; ſo a Church 
may be rent, though the Members like a ragged Garmenc may 


hang together. If we confider the Signification of the Word, 
and now *tis uſed in Scripture, it will give light into the Point 
iu Hand. Saith Leigh, in his Critica Sacra, the Word Exiopuay 


bgnifies Diſlention, or Diviſion ; and indeed, frequently in the 
New Teſtament, what in the Engliſh is rendered Diviſion, is in 


the Greek Schilm. x Cor. 1. 10. No Diviſions among you, in 
the Greek, un I oy vuiv , that there may be no Schilms 


among you. So John 7. 43. There was a Diviſion. The Word 


is c, 2 Schiſm. From whence it plainly appears, that 
where the Members of a Church are divided, and of different 
Minds, they may be guilty of Schiſm, tho they never deſign 
to depart from that Church. Now a Church may be divided, 


and of different Minds, two Ways; either as to Practice, or 


Opinion. 


1. As to Practice, as when ſome of the Members can allow 5 


themſelves in ſuch ſinful and abominable Practices as the reſt 
cannot. As for inſtance, ſuppoſe, when the Miniſter and ſome 


of the Church are mer on the Lord's Day, in the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God, ſome belonging to the ſame Church, ſhould at the 


lame Time be at a Whore-houſe, or but at an Ale-houſe, drink- 
ing a bumper to the Church's Health, and utter Confuſion of 
au ſuch as difſent from her; is not this Schiſm with a Ven- 


rome, and as bad as to be at a Meeting at the ſame Time ? 


2. As 


i - 
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2. As to Opinion, or difference in Judgment. Suppoſe, in a 
Church there is a fixed number ot Articles of Faith, be they 
Thirty Nine, or Forty, more or leſs, which at firit all the 
Church received, and all the Miniſters ſucceſſively afterward 


Have (wore to, or ſublcribed ; ſuppoſe Election from all Eter- | 


nity, Predeſtination, Cc. were ſome of theſe Articles; and yet 


after all, theſe are neither believed, nor preached by lome, yea, 
| preached againſt, and tnoſe lookt upon by them as that Church's 


moſt mortal Enemies, who do itedfaitly cleave to 'em, and con- 
FNantly preach 'em; is not this Schiſm ? For tho” every little 
difference in Opinion will not juſtly expoſe to this Charge, 
where Peace and Purity are maintained, yet ſuch as ſirike at the 
very Fundamentals of Religion, can't in the Judgment of wile 
Men, be lookt upon as Friends to that Church. 5 
Such different Practices and Opinions in a Church, muſt 
needs be much more injurious to the welfare of ſuch a Church, 
and diſhonouting to God, than a peaceable departing from ſuch 
a Church can be ſuppoſed to be, in the Judgment 
2 Cor. 4. 4. of all, but ſuch as the God of this World hath 
V blinded, and Sin hath ſtupified. It would be fac 
better for ſuch a Church to have ſuch Members ſeparated at the 
_ greateſt diſtance from them, rather than to remain in it; for 
tho' thoſe may cry up their excellent Conſtitution, till they have 
made themſelves hoarſe, yet they take the direct way to ruin it, 
od » Mat. 12.25. Every City, or Houſe, divided againſt 
 3tſelf Hall not ſtand. J!!! 8 
I have often wondered what makes ſuch Perſons cry up 2 
Church, and eſpecially to make the greateſt Noiſe for it, who 
either come fo little at it, or whoſe walk is ſo injurious to it, 
and who in Faith and Practice differ fo much from it. And 
conceive, the moſt likely Reaſon, why they admire it, and 
Jet are ſuch a diſcredit to it, is, becauſe of its mildneſs, and 
gentlenels to them, in ſuffering ſuch ſcandalous Members as 
they are to remain in it; and that the Church is fo chantable, 
as not to cenſure them, becauſe they happen to be Drunk tuo 
or three Times in a Week; nor to debar them from the Lord's 
Supper upon the account ot ſuch humane Failings; and finding 
no Church like minded, they conclude this is the only Church 
for them; and really, who can blame them ? one good Turn de- 
Terves another. It would be firange to ſee a diſebedient Chill 
to fly in the Face of the Parent that never controul'd the Child, 
and eſpecially ſo to do, becauſe the Parent was ſo gentle. 
Or, if any other Reaſon can be aſſignd, why luch as are ſo 
far depurted from the Faith of a Church, fhould yet ſo much 
cry up and admire that Church, it may be ou rhe account of the 
Profits and Advantage they reap from that Church, having ut 
doubted ground to conclude, that it that Contlitution was lub- 
verted, tine World would not produce another, in which — 
| | 7 eos Wau! 
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the Living by luch and ſuch Patrons, and let them 
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ould be honoured with ſuch Titles, and inriched with ſuch 
Benefices, eſpecially, unleſs their Lives were Reformed, which 


there is little ground to hope ever will. | 5 
From all which it appears, how a Perſon may remain in a 
Church, and be guilty of Schiſm, while he that departs from 


the lame, may be Innocent: By comparing of which, you may 
ſee, who are moſt guilty, the Diſſenters, or their Accu- 


lers. 


Whether a Church may not be called a Church, which is de- 


fective in great Meaſure, as he may be call'd a Man, that wants 
Eyes to ſee, or Feet to walk, or Hands to work, I ſhall not now | 
determine; but ſhall ſpeak of ſuch a Church as we may lawfully 
join with, or cannot depart from, without being guilty of 
Schiſm. For I am hard to believe, that ever God will charge © 
on any as Schiſm, to leave a Church that is Corrupt, to zoim 


with one more Pure, tho? as yet not wholly without ſpot or 
wrinkle; and if God will not, Men ought not. OW To. 


| If we have a Garment to make that is coſtly, we take care to 
get a good Workman to make it, and are not willing to have it 


{poil'd by a bungler. If we are Sick, eſpecially have any dan- 


gerous Diſtemper, we are careful to get a ſkilful Phyſician, left 
he Kill us, inſtead of Curing us. If we are to remove our Ha- 
bitation, we enyuire whether the Air is wholſome, and good, 
and ſuitable to our Conſlitution. If we go into the Market to 


buy Food, we are careful to chuſe the beſt, and that which is 


ſound, and will nouriſh us. Yea, if we want but a Servant to 


do our meaneſt Work, we are careful to chule one that is ſkil- 
ful, and faithful, and neither Whore nor Thief. And can they 


be juiily blamed, who take as much care of the Soul, as they 
do of the Body? As the Body is more than Raiment, ſo the 


Soul is more than both: The Edification and Salvation of our 


Souls, are the greateſt concerns we have in this World, how- 
ever {lighted and diſregarded by many. And yet 'tis the great 


unhappinels of many, they have no Liberty to make choice of 


an able and faithful Miniſter, for the good of their precious 
and Ia morta! Souls, without expoſing themſelves to the charge 
of Schilm; which rather than ſome Ignorant, yet well meaning 
People, will do, contrary to their Intereit, and Conſcience, feed 
on Husks all their Days. | . 


Many live in Pariſnes were their Parſons are notoriouſly 


Wicked; Swearers, Drunkards, &c. and tho' they abominate 
ſuch Practices, yet can by no means Reform them, nor help 


themſelves, but are forced to remain, even as 


Sheep not having a Shepherd. They are put into Mark 6. 34. 


4 
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U General Head, is, To ſhew what a true Goſpel Church 
is, to Gepart from which may render ſuch guilty of Schiſm. 
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to our Cauſe. . | | = 
I come therefore to ſhew, what a Goſpel Church is ; and 
this I fhall ſhew, Firſt, Negatively : Secondly, Poſitively. 
I. Negativly. Not a material Building of Wood and Stone. 
Thoufands cry up, the Church | the Church! and underſtand 
nothing elfe by the Church but the Place of Worſhip. The very 
_ Owls and Jackdaws may be as truly ſaid to belong to ſuch a 
Church, as they. I have really that Opinion of the Preachers 
in thoſe Places, to believe they know other things, tho? they 
may not think meet to inform the People; well knowing that 
this groſs Miſtake of theirs, has done more towards filling their 
Congregations, than ever their Preaching has done. For io me 
I feems impoſſible, for any that hath read the Greek Teſtament, 


Churches, is fuch ridiculous Nonſenſe, as we ſhould be ut- 


tern 
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io can no more be deptiv d of it than of their Free Land, how- 
ever vicious in their Lives, or unſound in their Doctrine. Tis 
owing in great meaſure to this, that there are ſo many Diſſen- 


ters; nor will there (I hope) be ever tewer, fo long as thoſe 
grols Abominations du remain, If the Governours and Rulers 
of ſuch a Church wouid but (initead of falling fo foully on us 


for diſfenting) imitate Chriſt, and by a ſmall 


John 2. 15. Scourge drive thoſe Buyers and Sellers out of their 


Synagogues, whole filthy Feet have to defiled them, 


they would do that which would tend more to the Honour of 
God, and that Church, and for the reducing ſuch as are depart- 
ed from it, than all their loud and repeated Anathema's againſt 

us as Schiimancks can do; for we are not eaſily {cared with 
Words. 5 5 1 . 


The Diſſenters (as great Fools as they are eſteemed by lome) 


| have yet fo much Senſe as to know, that Cuculla non facit Mo- 
nachum, that a Hood don't make a Monk, nor a Gown a Mini- 
ſter. They know a Wall, tho? it be whited, and can ſometimes 


diſcern the Devil, when wraptup in a good old Prophet's Mantle. 
They don't ſo much mind what Garment he wears, as they do 


hat manner of Life he lives, and what Doctrine he preaches. 


They love to be under the Guidance of one that will go with 


them, yea, go before them, and not turn to the Left Hand, 
while they bid them turn to the Right. They don't approve 


of blind Seers. And if any Diſſentets are otherwiſe minded, 


- 


I diffent from thoſe Diſſenters, and look upon em as no Credit 


and underſtands what he reads, ever to be poſſeſt with ſuch a 


childiſh and ridiculous Idea of a Goſpel Church. 5 
I confeſs, theſe publick Places are very convenient, and do 


think tis great pity they are no better ſupply'd. 'Tis a gross 


_ Miſtake, to think we have any Prejudice againſt the Place, 


or make it any Scruple of Conſcience to hear or to preach 
there, if that was all; but to ſay that theſe are Golpel 


get them out that can. Nay, perhaps they have bought it, and 
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fecly aſham'd of. The Word *Exz>3ciz always fignifies the 
people met together, and never (as I can find) the Place where 
ſuch People were met. Yea, how abſurd and ridiculous would 


— 


it be, to underſtand it ſo in many Places. Chriſt is ſaid to pur- 
chale his Church with his own Blood, A#s 20. 28. Was that 


the Place? If fo, never blame the Papiſts for baptizing their 


Bells, fince they brought ſo many to the Church, *Tis laid, 
44 15. 3. they were brought on their Way by the Church: 


What did the Church move? I ſhould really think that Church 
was [in d-— r.] Again, we read of a Church in a Houle, 1 Cor. 


16. 19. To be ſure that was a Low. Church. We read of la- 


luting the Church, Act, 18. 22. of writing to the Church, Jon 
3. 9. of ſpesking to the Church, Mat. 18. 19. He that in theſe 
Texts (by the Church) can underſtand the Building, let him. 
hope we have no ſuch ſenſleſs Drones among us. So that, tho“ 
hole Places are convenient for Worſhip, yet by no means are 
theſe to be called Goſpel Churches, it being that which the 


Scripture knows nothing of. 


2. Pofitively, To ſhew what a Goſpel Church is. And this 


muſt be known by the Marks or Notes of a Church. And here 


I ſhall not trouble you with what the Papiſts make Notes of a 


true Church, but (ſuch as I think all true Proteſtants are agreed 


in, even Conformiſts as well as Nonconformiſts. 1. Pure 


Preaching the Word. 2. Due Adminiftration of the Seals of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 3. The regular Uſe of Diſcipline. 


It would be tedious to quote the Authors that are of this Mind. 


Some indeed think, the laſt may be left out, as being compre- 


hended under the former, of a due Adminiſtration of tne Seals. 


Now where any of thoſe are wanting, it can be no Schilm to 


depart from ſuch a Church; nay, I think it may be queſtion'd, 
whether rhat can or ought to be called a Church, that is want- 


ing in thoſe, or any of thole Eſſentials of a Goſpel Church. 


But ſuppoſe it is; yet as a Houſe may be a Houſe, tho? fo de- 


cay'd and out of repair, that a Man cannot live in it without 


manifeſt Hazard of bis Life, and ſo ought, for Self-prelervation, 
io ſeek out for a ſafer Dwelling ; fo, a Church may be call d a 
Church (perhaps) which is ſo deviated from the Apoſtolical 


Pattern, that it may not be conſiſtent with true Wiſdom, or Safe- 


iy to our Souls, to continue longer in it; eſpecially when one 
far better is at hand to be had. For Soul concern is ſo exceed- 
ing great, that we ought not to venture where one miy poſſibly 
be faved, but to walk where there is the leaſt Danger of being 
loſt. And thoſe that love to fail among Rocks, ler 'em be a- 


ware of ſplitting at laſl. The Way to Heaven is narrow at beſt, 


we had not need to make it yet narrower. A fincere Soul finds 


ne beſt of Preaching, the beit Praying, and the bet Company, 
ol little enough to help him forward. I come theretore ROW 
io lpeak more particularly to the forenamed Notes of a true 


urch. 11. 
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1/7 Note, is the faithful and pure Preaching of the Word: 


and where this is not, there can be no true Church. The 
Churches ste called Candleſlieks, becaule from them the glo- 


rious Light of Goſpel Truth is to ſhine forth; and they are 


Golden Candleſticks too, not Wood, to denote their Purity. 
And if the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, is not maintained, we mul} 
expect that either Chriſt will remove ſuch Candleſticks, or 
walk no niote among em. As God is 2 God of Truth, ſo he 
will not own any as his Ciurches, who do not hold the Truth 
as it is in Jeſzs; it being one End of his inflituting Churches, 
mat the Goſpel might be preached therein, for the Converſion 
of Sinners, and Edification of Saints; as is plain from Eph. 4. 
it, 12, 13. And he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets and E- 
vangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; for the perfecting of th: 
Saints, for the Work of the Minifiry, for the edifying of the Body 
of Chriſt, till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 
Knowledge of the Son of God. Hence the Apoſtle exhor:s Titus 
to avoid falſe Do@r ine, Titus 2. 7, 8. 80, 1 Tim. 4. 16. Take 
heed unto thy ſel}, and unto thy Doctrine. As Chriſt is the great 
Prophet of his Church, lo we are to preach up his Laws with- 
our making any of our own. Hence the Church of God is ſaid 


to be the Pillar and Ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15. So, Eph. 2. 


20. And are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Jeſus (Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner-flone, So that you lee 
_ Goſpel Truth is the very Foundation of a Church g. 
The Church of Rome is very corrupt in Doctrine; they hold 
Tranfubitantiation, Human Satisfaction; they pray to Saints, 
Sc. for which Cauſe we leparate from 'em; and by the ſame 
Rule ought to ſeparate from all others who have forſaken the 
Truth. Chriſt commands, Ak 4. 24. Take beed what ye hem. 
There is no Church, I confels, tho? never ſo erroneous, but 
pretend to maintain and defend the Truth, The Papiſts have 
put even Proteſtants to death as Hereticks. The French call 
their King the oft Chriſtian Ning. Others have as high an Opi- 
nion that they are in the Truth; and *tis to be ſuppoſ:d, Men 
would not make ſuch a Prof:Mon, unleſs they Cid think them- 
lelves in the right Way, Bur as Truth is but one, and it is im- 
poſſible for ſuch as really differ in their Sentiments to be 21 
lound in the Faith; fo this ſhould make us look the more catc- 
Fully to our own Principles, and to be the more tender in cen 
furing all that may differ from us. Too many take things upon 
truſt, and rather believe things to be true, beczuſe the Church 
to which they belong believes them, than becauſe the Word of 
God will prove them; and fo, ſometimes happen on the Truth 
by Chance. Saith Chriſt, Foha 5, 39. Search the Scriptures, and 
they are they which teſtify of me, It was the Commendation ot 
thole noble Bereans, As 17. 11. that they ſearcled ihe Scripiuie 
daily, whether thoſe things wers ſo. 5 


Mang, 


— 
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Many, inſtead of preaching Chriſt, and the Doctrine of Free 
Groce, {pend moſt of their Time in Ra1iing againſt thole that 
differ from them, and crying up their own Conſtitution, like 
thoſe Idolaters, 4s 19. 24 to 28. They cried, Great was Diana, 


becaule they liv'd by making her Silver Shrines. ?Tis eaſy to 
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ſee what Spirit ſuch Men are led by, and what Principle they 


Nay, are there not ſome, and thoſe generally the ſame, who 


dilown ſome of their own Articles; calling them rather Articles 


of Peace, than Articles of Faith. If thoſe Articles Were not 


true, why did they ſubſcribe to them 3 It true, why do they 


diſown any of them? 


Let me add; when our Divines make the Preaching of the 


Truth a Note of a true Church, we can fcatce underliand 'em, as 
if they meant any Truths, but the moſt weighty Truths of the 
Golpel; for the Devil nimfelf hath own'd ſome Truths, tho? 
the Father of Lies, Luke 4. 34. I know, thee who thou art, the 


Holy One of God, 1 can lcarce believe there is a Church on 


Earth, but doth embrace ſome Truths. TEST 
Should a Miniſter [pend moſt of his Time in proving the Be. 


ing of a God, or that the World was created, and not Eternal, 
and that it is the Heavens and not the Earth that moves: could 


he ſhew exactly how high Babel was before the Builders were 


confounded, or. what the Locuits and wiid Honey were that 
John did eat: could he prove exactly how long Goliath's Sword 


was, ec. tho' thete things might chance to be true, yer theſe 
alone will ſcarce piove that to be a true Church, Yea, I will 


luppole him to make up the reſt cf his Time in preaching up 


Moral Duties, as, to wrong no Man, to pay every Man his Due; 


for tho? theſe are true, yet they are ſuch Truths, as the very 


Heathens have believed and practiſed, who never knew what 
was neceſſary to be known to Salvation; and ſo cannot be an 


infallible Mark of a true Church, Therefore, when they make 
the Preaching of Truth a Mark of a true Church, they doubt- 


leis mean ſuch Truths as are neceſſary to Salvation; ſuch as 
Free Juſtification by the Righteoufneſs of Chriſt, the Neceſſity 
of Faith and Holinels ; and that 'tis by the Spirit's free aud 


powerful Agency that we do theſe ; that we endeavour to let 


every Man know the Plague of his own Heart, his Need of 


Chriſt, and his miſerable and undone Eſtate without him. 


Yea further, I will ſuppoſe, that ſuch as make the Preaching 
df Truth to be a Note of a true Church, do underſtand, not only. 
that the Truths preached are weighty, but that they are preached 


indeed, and not only tranſcribed our of Authors : or that the 
Neaxrers ſhould be limited to a certain and 1mall Nuinber of 
Set mons. This is to deal by Men worſe than Children, who 
are always ſuffered to take out of their Leflon, when they have 
got it by heart. Muſt = Preaching bath be turned in- 
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to Forms? I cannot ſee how the Reading a Sermon over in 


— 


a2 Pulpir, ſtolen out of other Mens Woiks, can be called 


Preaching. 


I know a Gentleman, a Londoner, that was wont once a Year 

to go into the Country to fte ſome Friends, if I miſtake not, at 
Vit ſuntide; and for ſome Years together heard the Miniſter al. 
ways on that Text, Prov. 24. 30, 31. I went by the Field of the 
Slot hful, and by the Vineyard of the Man void of Underſtanding, 
and |» it was all grown over with Thorns, The Gentleman per- 
cCeiving the Text to be fo weighty and copious, concluded he 
had been upon it ſeveral Years; till he enquired of his Friends, 
wWwrho told him it fell in always on that Day in courſe. Thus as 


a blind Horſe in a Mill goes his Rounds, and never goes out of 


his Path; ſo do ſome Men in their Diſcourſes, for I dare not 
call it Preaching. Such, ture, muſt needs be ſhort- ſighted, that 
are thus ſtraitned for Matter, when God's Commands are ſo ex- 
ceed ing broad, How ignorant muſt ſuch Hearers be of many 
Divine Truths? But, poor Souls! they don't defire too much 
Preaching ; they are like People like Prieſts ; they love to have 
- the Parſon ftand to his Text, and not venture too far into new 


Matter, leſt ſomething at one time or other ſhould happen to 
touch their guilty Conſciences. Saith Chriſt, Mat. 15. 14. Let 


kbem alone, they be blind Leaders of the Blind; and if the Blind 
lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch. © ; 


o 


Io0o give {ome Mea their Due, I muſt own them to be well 
adorned with Human Literature, Men of excellent Parts and 
great Learning; yet, I think they have the leaſt Occaſion for it, 


and make the leaft Uſe of it, of any Men of that honourable 
Function under Heaven, It ſeems pity to ſpend ſo much Time 
and Money, to acquire ſuch a Mealure of Learning, and after 


all, to make but little better ule of it, than to tranſcribe an 


Engliſb Author, or now and then to rack their Wits to make a 
Dilcoutſe on fome Occaſion, when they can't find one ready 


compos'd that has Venom enough in it. Let theſe no more 


blame Men for entring into the Miniſtry with little or no Learn- 
ing for the difference between not having and not ufing it, 


ſeems not much to me, except in this, the latter will have the 
more creadful Account to give. For tis faid, Luke 12.47. Aud 


that Servant that knew his Lord's Vill, and prepared not himſelf, 


meither did according to bis Will, ſoall be beaten with many Stripe. 
Nothing can encourage unlearned Men more to preach than 


this. Scarce ever did I ktow any undeitike that Work, but wer? 


able to do thus much; tho? I am perſwaded many of them hav? 
no need of it, and have more Honeſly in them than to be guilty 
of ſuch notorious Book-thefr, 


24 Note of a true Church, is the due Adminifration of the 


veals uf the Covenant, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper ; where 
thoſe are wanting, or unduly adminiſtred, it can be no Schiſm 
| 5 80 
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to depart from that Church, togo to one where they > 


it, let them attribute it to my Weakneſs, when they have con- 


non of a Work of Grace wrought in us. Bur Infants being un- 


It capable of both, cannot come in upon this Claim. A Parental 


t Right, isthat which ariſes from our being born of Parents, one 


of which, at leaſt, bath a perſonal Right himſelf: Ni dat quod 
* in ſe non habet. God made the Promile to believing Abrabam, 
hn and to his Seed; and the Apoſtle tells us, if we are Chriſt's, 
> WM then are we Abraham's, and Heirs according to Promiſe. And 
v WM ith the Apoſile, 1 Cor. 7. 14. For the unbelieving Husband is 

0 ſanctiſied by the Wife, and the unbelieving Wife is ſanfified by the 
et WW Huchand; elſe were your Children unclean, but now are they holy. 

14 From whence it appears, that where both the Parents are noto- 

; nouſly wicked, as is too often to be ſeen, thole Children can 


have no more Right to Baptiſm upon their Parents account, than 
id the Children of Heathens. Fe LT 


it M Bur ſome may object, that all the Jewiſh Children were cir- 
le cumciſed, and no doubt but many of em hid wicked Parents; 
pe and if fo, why may not the Children pf wicked Parents as well 


er be baptized? 


in To which I anſwer : May we not as well argue thus ? Ziporah 


a BY circumciſed a Child, ergs Women may baptize. Let us ſuppoſe 


iy | ſome Children of ungodly Parents circumciſed, yet it will not 


re ſollow, that ſuch ought to be baptized. If ſuch were circumciſed, 


n- WW without a Command, it was ſinful in them that circumciſed them, 
it, and ſo no Precedent to us. But ſuppoſe they weie circumciſed 
he purſuant to a Divine Command; yet it doth not follow, that all 


ud Children ought now to be baptiz d. The Church was then in its 


„ I infancy, bur is now come to greater Maturity. Several things 


* were practiſed under that Diſpenſation, which are laid aſide as 


ulelels under our Goſpel Day. They had their Sacrifices of 


have none; and why is it? but becauſe the New Teſtament re- 
cuires no ſuch thing. So, as to the Point in hand, as we are 
under a New Teſtament Diſpenſation, ſo we are to walk by the 


that where both the Parents are Unbelievers, there the Chil- 
uten are unclean ; what has any one to do to call them clean? 


1, Baptiſm, I don't deſign to enlarge on this, it being a con- 
troverted Point; but this I'll venture to ſay, (and if any diſlike 


futed it) 1 never yet could ſee how all the Children born in this 
Nation could bave a Right to that O:dinance, All Right to that 
Ordinance muſt be either Perſonal, or Parental. A Perſonal} 
Right (I conceive) is that which ariſes from our Relation to 

fo Cmiſt, and Covenant-Intereſt in him; and for any to partake 
e of this Ordinance, who are adult, without this, is but like 
ſealing a Blank Bond. Now this perſonal Right may be knoun, 
8 either by a viſible holy Converſation, or by a verbal Declara- 


{in Beaſts, but we have none; they had a High Prieſt, but we 


Rules thereof, If therefoie we find therein (as I have ſhewn) 


But | 


| 
1} 
| 
| 
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4 But may ſome ſay, we ſupply that Defect by Godfathers 2 
Godmothers. To which I anſwer, theſe being no Parents, can 
mever convey a Parental Right, be they never ſo good. Fut MW ti! 
commonly tis to be obſetv'd, that the ſtand ing Goſſips in Pa. Wl ©" 
ri ſhes are che vaineſt Perſons, and ſuch as can convey no Rigbt E! 
to that Ordinance to their own Children, much leſs can the) be 
convey a Right to others. But ſuppole them to be holy, yer tak. 
_ who call'd them to that Work? Is this of God or from Men > WM ©! 
That which has no Divine Command for it, will ſcarce have a MW An 
Divine Bleſſing attend it. I wonder how any dare to engage for Ml ”” 
another, that he ſhall forſake the World, the Fleth, and the Us. WM 1” 
vil, What is this, but to mock God, to promiſe that for others, Ae 

_ which they cannot perform tor themſelves ; and more ſtrange, e 
that ſuch as pretend to be Guides, ſhould ſuffer this. As for tne en 
WEN Goſſips, poor ignorant Souls, they know not what MI ''*" 

7 Ia. 3. ; F "> they do 5 but for ſuch as lead em, thus to cauſe 
tdwWthem to err, is dreadful. Sure thoſe Sureties have Ch. 
either low Thoughts of what they promile, or high Thoughts of Chr 
their own Abilities to perfo:m, or both. This threefold Pro- be 
miſe they think perform'd, when the Children come to learn Chr 
the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Ten Commandments, _ 
From whence it appears what Thoughts they had of what the; Lite 
ſolemnly promiſed. What is this to forſake the World, te WY N= 

| Fleſh, and the Devil! O eaſy Way to Heaven! Bur perhap: bow 
you'll ſay, that is not all, for they are moreover to bring then wit] 
to be Biſhopt, as they call it, or confirm'd, which is the Seccid n 
Part to the ſame Tune. The Papiſts have reckoned Confirn: M's 
tion among their Seven Sacraments 5 but where do we red t 
of ſuch a diſtinct Ordinance in the New Teſtament? I wel M127 
Know that we read of confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, ther 
Hs 14. 22. and of confirming the Churches, 4#s 15. 41, bu: Mi? D 
that this was done by a ſhort Form of Words in the nature of: em 
Charm, Tam yet to learn. It ſeems evident, this was done by b 
preaching the Goſpel. But ſup poſe, tho' by no means to grant, and 
that the Apoſtles did this as a dillinct Ordinance, yet how miſe- Ml © © 
rably do theſe mils the Mark, as to the Subject. For while they 
only confirmed Diſciples, and Church-Meinbers, and who, no 
doubt, did walk ſuitably thereunto; theſe uſ ually confirm tte MI 
4 very worſt in the Pariſnes. Many I have known confirm'd tius Ml "*'* 
| indeed, but it has been in Sin and Wickedneſs. I'll conclude Ml © © 
7 this Head with the Words of Hufſe, as quoted by Dr. Wille: in Stat 
His Syn. Fp. p. 818. Brevi & levis Conſſi mat io Epiſceporum cun EE) 

1  Ritibus ſolemnizata eſt, a Diabolo introduta : That ficht and ““ 
1 brief Confirmation of Biſhops, with its Rights, as i ſolem- in 
y nized, is introduced by the Devil. But ſome may lay, he means ly 
| Romifo Biſhops : Suppoſe it ſo, yet how the ſame thing can be | 
\of God among Proteſtants, which is of the Devil among 1's Pr 
Fiils, I confeſs Tam at a loſs to know, oo 
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+1 Seal is the Lord's Supper. Chrift will have 
dis Ordinance kept up in his Churches till he 1 Cor. 11.26. 
comes; and as he will have this Ordinance per- 4.5 

fetwated, lo he hath given us Rules to know to whom it is to 


badminiſtred ; and hath told us, Aut. 15. 26. "Tis nat meet o 
b ike the Childrens Bread, and caſt it to Dogs. Yea, and expre ſiy 
t ninmands, Mat, 7. 6. Give not that which is holy unto the Dogs. 
Wl and the Apoſtle backs this, and tells us, 1 Cor. 10. 21. Ie can- 
i WM..: rink the Cup of the Lord, and the Cup of Devils: Ie cannot be 
: Protakers of the Lord's Table, and of the Table of Devils. But, iE 


ter all, a Church will be ſo wicked as to receive all Comers, 
done can juſtly blame ſuch as are Saints indeed, for departing 


le Goſpel Church, 'to do all ſhe can to promote the 


my Chriſt, than to admit common Drunkards, Swearers, c. to 
ee Meat-Queſs with him. This is much worſe than crucifying 
cant between two Thieves, for they did not believe Chriſt to 
un be the promiled Meſſiah; but theſe leein to have ſuch an high 
MW ficem for him, that no ſooner they hear the Sound of his 
* Name, but in conjunction with thole ſubterraneous Spirits theß 


bow the Knce; and yet after all, admit of many ſuch to be Guels 


Thieves that hung upon the Croſs. And what lis 
this. but to murder Souls, to ſuffer ſuch to come Hol. 5. 10. 


Lord's Body, and lo eat and drink Damnation to Mark 11.17 

themſelves. This is to make the Houſe of God — 

bet Den of Robbers. Thus the Table of the Lord is made con- 
- WM :mptible and polluted, Mal. 1. 12. | 


** But ſome may ay, the Apoſile exl:orts to examine our ſelves, | 
anc ind ſo to eat, Oc. We exhort to this, and if Perſons are ſatisfied 
Ille. 25 00 theit own Fitneſs, what have we to do to exclude them ? 
they To this I anſwer, That Self-Examination is neceſſary, I grant; 


but that this is all that is neceſſary, I boldly deny. Examana- 


nerality of Men have. You may as well ſet a blind Man to judge 


hid of Colours, as to ſet an ignorant carnal Man to judge of. his 

a State, Solomon tells us, Prov. 16. 2. All the Ways of a Man are 

ann in higgown Eyes. So, Prov. 16. 25. There is a Way that ſeem- 
e be wnto a Man, but the End thereof ave the Ways of Death. 

lem- ] aus you fee how apt Men are to miſtake, and to make them- | 

ac ves nich when they have nothing 5 ; 

* Under the Law, if there was a Suſpicion of the Leproſy, the 
* Prieſt was to look on him, and to determine the Matter, as in 


Lev. 13, at large. If the Prieſt pronounced him unclein, he 
to be excluded the Camp; if he pronounced him clem, he 
„ ah | ; | Was 


dea to compel all from 16 to 69 to come to that Ordinance, 


from ſuch a Church. *Tis doubtleſs the Duty and by nas, of 3 


| onour of. 
Chridt, but what greater Affront and Indignity can be offered to 


enn him at his Table, whoſe Sins are of no leſs Die than thoſe 


Joe that Orctnance, as have no diſcerning of the 1 Cor. 1129. 
- 


tion is a diſtin& Work, and calls for more Light chan the Ge- 
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+ was to continue in the Camp, among his Brethren, And lock, 1 
4 as the Leper was not to judge of is own Cleanneſs, but the 1 
1 Prieſt; ſo under the Golpel Souls are not to be lole Judges | 5 
4 themſelves, in order to a Communion with a Church, Let 3 V 
1 Man think chimſelf never fo clean, yet if the Miniſter and t 
M Church ſee his Plague-{pots, they ought to pronounce him un- ] 
[> clean, and ſtut him out of their Camp, and not be impos'd n 
4 upon, leſt others are infected by him. The Admiſſion of ſuch Y 
1 ſcandalous Members tends not only to the Ruin of ſuch Mem- N 

0 3 bers, but to the Ruin of the whole Community. tl 
A Amos 3.3. How can two walk together exceft they be agreed! fi 
N N ä Taking in wicked Members is the way to drive 5 
1 out them that are good; and then what will the End of ſucha * 
py Church bee edt” 1 
& But ſome may further plead, that tho? Perſons have been V 
10 drunk two or three times in a Week, yet they in Charity hoe rt 
4 that on Saturday at Night they may have repented. To this I to 
T anſwer, This wild Charity has undone Thoulands, We are not tl 
# to go upon meer Poſſibilities, what may be, but as near as can C 
be, upon Certainties what is; if I fee a Perſon live in Sin, aud : 

" : (dee no Signs of Sorrow, I am To judge him a Sin- Qs 

9 Mat. 7. 16. ner. The Tree is known by its Fruits, Men don't C 

4 — .._ gather Figs of Thiflles. I would fain know what S0 

1 ground there is in Scripture for ſuch Charity. To be charts Ve 
C ble is to do good, bur this is to do Miſchief, theretore no Cha- PL 
: rity. It would be a thouſand times more like true Charity to un- wu 
4 deceive ſuch Souls, and inſlead of giving them the Sacrament, pr 
i to give a found Reproof fur preſuming to croud in among the a 
4 Gueſts in their filthy Garments. Fx „„ of 
Nov it can never be Schi:m to depart from a Church, if ſuch WW At 
4 _ Intolerable Dilorders as theſe are conniv'd at. If ſuch as call gr 
, themlelves a Church, have no Power to keep out ſcandalous m 
4 Members, becauſe they think themſelves fit, I can't fee how ch 
4 any Room is left in ſuch a Church for any Cenſures in that Li 
4 Church. For if the Perſon was to be ſole Judge of his Fitneſs as th 
4 to his coming in, why not alſo as to his continuing in? And ſo 0 
3 the Church has no Powe: left to bind, contrary to Mat. 18. 18. ot 
Pat ſoerer ye ſhall bind on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven. 0 
4 ad Note of a true Church is regular Diſcipline ; where there Ut 
is no Rod, and yet many Children in a Houſe, there is like to be Ml ©© 
an unruly Family. So where a Church is numerous, and 10 on 

Rod of Diſcipline, what can ſuch a Church come to 2 Nor muſt ty 

ö it be a Rod of our own making, but ſuch as God hath appoint- Ce 

| ed. For as God will have Diſcipline in his Church, (o he hath an 

1 told us what it muſt be. For as the Law of the Land goth nt 10 

only require that ſome Puniſnment is inflicted for ſuch and [cit 10 


| Crimes, but appoints the kind of Puniſhment for ſuch Faults; 
ſo in the Goſpel, we have Dirsctions what Faults are puaiſhble 
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in a Church; and we are alſo as clearly inform'd what Puniſh- 
ment to ule, and in what way to uſe it; and to puniſh any in a 
way contrary to the Rules Chriſt hath given us, is as provo- 
king to God, as not to puniſh at all. I don't remember that e- 

ver we read of any Offender that ever ſlood in a white Sheet, in 
the Apoltle's Day; or that was laid under any pecuniary Fines. 
don't read that ever Drunkennefs and Debauchery were con- 
niv'd at, or any caſt. to the Devil for teaching a Charity-School. 
Yea, when Cenſures have been inflicted, yer before that, all due 
7 Means have been uſed to prevent it, and timely Warning given; 
J they never ran upon Men as Lions, but always ſhew'd Compaſ- 
? W oo ah | 


* The Weapons they uſed were not carnal but ſpiritual ; nor do 

2 we read of any one reſtor'd upon the Pay ment of any Sum of Mo- 
| ney, but always thoſe. Cenſures which were inflicted for Sin, 

n were removed upon true Repentance for it. Thus I have nam'd 


L chele three Marks or Netes of a true Goſpel Church, which are 
1 fo generally conſented to by our Proteſtant Divines: And where 
ot theſe are wanting, it can be no Schiſm to depart from ſuch a 
an JJ tot ow” Fm a, 


1d Ill General Head is, to ſhew what it is that doth conſlitute 
n- us Members of a particular Church, fo as that our not holdi 
* Communion with fuch à Church, may render us guilty of 


lat Schilm; and this ſeems highly neceſſary to be known, to pre. 
. W vent Miſtakes; for as a Church may think her ſelf ſound and 
Fl pure, when ſhe is not, as Rev. 3. 19. fo a Church may think 
in- tuch to be Members as are not. Separation from a Church doth 
nt, preſuppole Conjunction: Such therefore as never were join'd to 
he a Church, according to the Order of the Golpe], can't be guilty 

of Schum, in not holding Communion with that Church, be it 


ch never ſo pufe. For as ſhe that never was married can't tranl- 
-2ll greſs the Rules of Wedlock ; no more can they ſin by not ſub- 
us matting to the Rules of a Church, who never wece Members of 
ow that Church. And as we muſt go to the New Teſtament for 
nat Light, concerning the Order of a Goſpel Church, and not to 


the Fewiſþ Law, from which Yoke we are now free, Gal. 5. 1. 
io by the ſame Rule, we muſt judge how we become Members 
of uch a Church. For Idon't think it left to the Liberty of any, 
to gather Churches as they pleaſe, or to make Laws in Chriſt's 
Church. When the Tabernacle was rais'd, they were to obſerve 
io do every thing according to the Commands, e ven to a Pin, or 
the Taches, Exod. 26. With no leſs Exactneſs are we to obſerve 

tue Order Chriſt has given us in his Golpel, in his Churches, 
Certain it is, beyond all Contradiction, there are ſome Churches 
in the World, which we may not hold Communion with, and yet 
tot be guilty of Schiſm; tho? in the mean while we believe them 
| 19 be Churches of Chriſt. my believe the Church in Genera 


10 


26 


to be a true Church, yet don't therefore think I am bound to 
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hold Communion with that Church, much leſs do 1 think my 


| ſelf a Schiſmatick becaule I do not, But to come nearer home, 


and to the Point, I own many particular Diſſenting Churches in 


England to be true Churches, and the beſt of Churches, yer | 
don't think my ſelf guilty of Schitm, tho' I never held Com- 


munion with ſome of them; becauſe, though I approve of em, 
yet Lam not a Member of them. I ſnall therefore ſhew, 1. Nega- 
tively, what doth not make us to be Members of a Church, ſo 


_ as that our Non-communion with it is Schilm. 2. Poſinvely, 


what doth. | 5 5 
1. Neg. Tis not our being born, or our living in a Nation 


V here ſuch a Church is, be it never ſo pure, that doth make us 


Members of that Church; for tho' the Church may be a true 


Church, yet ſome may not be qualified, according to Goſpel- 


Rules, to be Members of it: but ſuppoſe they were, yet a bare 


Qualification doth not make one a Member; no more than a 


Man's being qualified for a Member of Parliament doth make 


him a Member thereof. How far this might be a Rule under the 


Jewiſh Diſpenlation, I fhall not now enquire, as not material 


at all to the Point in hand; for we have a Rule for this under 
the New Teſtament Diſpenſation, to which we ſhall do well to 
take heed. For tho* I honour Moſes as a Servant, I honour 
Chriſt more as his Lord, Hes, 3. 3. when 'tis ſaid, 4s 2. 41. 
And the ſame Day there were added unto them about 3000 Souls, 


we can {carce underitand it of ſo many born. In ſhort, theſe 
born Members ſeldom prove good; nor doth our living in ſuch 
a Nation make us Members. Saith the Apoſile, 1 Cor. 11. 20. 


When ye come together therefore into one Place, was this the whole 
Nation do you think? Can we ſuppoſe, without offering Vio- 
lence to Reaſon, that the Church in Philemon's Houſe was the 


whole Nation? Jt every Church was National, I wonder 
how there came to be ſeven in 4%, Rev. 1. 4. If all that live in 
a Nation muſt be Members, Lord, what a Church muſt that le 


Then the Queſtion need not be ask'd, what are you? have you 


Grace? Ce. but where was you born? or rather, where do 
you live? The very Naming luch a Church as this is enough to 


drive away all ſober Chriſliaus to ſeek for a better Paſture, leit 


they ſhould pine away by ftaying in 2 Common over-ſtocl d. 
IV iſh the Fope is not brought in as ine Head of fo vaſt a Church. 
We read of Churches in ſuch and ſuch Towns, as Ephe/ui, 
Smyrna, c. and more than once of a Church in a Houſe ; but 
wire do we read of ſuch a thing as a National Church in the 
New Teſtament? If all that live in a Nation muſt be Members 


of a Church, then ſuch as are excommunicated muſt be drive! 


beyond Sea. 
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2. Tis not our being Baptized by a Church, that doth ſo 
ſo make us Members ot that Church; that our not holding 
Communion with that Church afterwaid , muſt abfolute- 
Iv render us guilty of Schiſm. It may admit of a Debate, 
wherher ever any were made Members of a Church by Baptiſm? 
To me it ſeems clear, that 'tis by Virtue of Church-Member- 
| ſhip that the Perſon has a Right to Baptiſm in foro hominum, and 
1 not Baptiſm that makes any to be Members. But Iwill not in- 
" ſiſt on this Head; but will ſuppoſe, that all that are baprized, do 
% facto, become Members of that Church; yer *tis poſtible, in 
| ſome Caſes, that a departing from fuch a Church may not be 


; Schilm. For inſtance, ſhould a Parent baptize his Child into the 
; Romiſh Faith, and after that the Child fee their Errors; would 
5 it be Schiſm to depart from that Church? Surely not; eſpeci- 
- ally in the judgment of Proteſtants, And they that affirm this, 

% do unavoidably charge our Reformers with Schiſm, in fepa- 
6 rating from Rome; and if the very Foundation of a Church was 
- laid in Schiſm, 's no wonder to ſee a daily departing from that 

n Church. I cannot but think, that they that make {uch an Out- 
a] ery againſt us as Schiſmaticks, in departing from them, be- 
on cauſe Come of us, without our Knowledge and Conſent, were 
9 baptized by them, do it to affright us all by degrees back again 
* to the Church of Rome ; for if our Non-communion with them, 
4 meerly upon the Account of Baptiſm, renders us guilty of Schiſm, 
4d it ſeems to me impoſlible, how they that have done the ſame 
le IE I HS SO 
an 2. Poſitively, That which now makes us Members of a Goſpel 
= Church, is a voluntary and free Refignation of our ſelves, under 
le God, to the Care of fuch a Church, in order to our Partzking of all 
S Ordinances with them, Whether this mutt be done by Wri- 


ting, or by ſpeaking our Minds, and whether this Declaration 


let mult be made to the Miniſter, or before the whole Church, I 
M ſhall not now determine; but ſhew it muſt be a voluntary Act i: 
fs the Perſon joining. When Paul was converted, *tis laid, A3 
os 19. 26. He aſſaycd to join himſelf to the Diſciples. So At: 5. 13. 

0 Of the reſt durſt mo man join himſelf to them; to ſhew the 
WO WM former had. So 2 Cor. 8. 5. And this they did, not as we hopes, 
on but firſt gave their own ſelves to the Lord, and unto ns, by the Wil 
4. of God. is laid, they nrit gave themſelves to the Lord, i. e. by 


Faith, as being necetlary, in order to their being joined to the 
Church. Communion with God is neceſſary, in order to Com- 
munion with a Church o: God : Then they gave chemſelves to 
the Church, to ſhew how that Act of giving themſelves to th: 
Church, was as voluntary as their giving themſelves to ihe 
Lord; and 'tis added, rhis they did by the Will of God, às ie. 
ferting to both, to ſhew that beth were pleaſing to Gd. 
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But obſerve carefully, that tho? a Perſon can't be a Member 
of a Church without this voluntary Act, ſo as to be admitted in- 
to full Communion with that Church, and ſo conſequently can- 
not be guilty of Schilm, in not hold ing Communion with it; 
yet it is poſlible that ſuch as have thus voluntarily joined them- 
ſelves, and after depart from it, may not be guilty of Schiſm. 
Should a Perſon who has thus joined himſelf with the Church 
of Rome, in his Ignorance and Blindneſs, after come to be en- 
ligbtned into their Errors, aud depart from them, did Prote- 
Nants eyer count this Schiſm ? No ſurely. V 

But to make this more clear to you, it being that which doth 
immediately concern ſome Diſſenters; conſider Paul, whom! 
think we may ſafely follow, was born in the Boſom of the Few- 
++ Church, and not only fo, but did after conlentto it, and a great 
while he continued in it, was a Zealot for it, and made great 


ER Progreſs in it. Says he, Ad 22.3. I am verily a Man which am 


a Jew— and taught according to the perfect manner of the Law of 
the Fathers; and was zealous towards God, as ye all are this day. 
 SoGal. 1. 13, 14, &5c. For ye have heard of my Converſation in 
time paſt, in the Jews Religion, how that beyond meaſure I per ſecu- 
ed the Church of God, and waited it, and profited in the Jews Reli- 
gion above many my Equals in mine own Nation, being more ex- 
ceedingl zealous 7 the Traditions of my Fathers. So again, Phil. 
3. 5. rcumciſed the eighth Day, of the Stock of Iſrael, of the Tribe 
of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, as touching the Law a 
 Phariſee;, yet when God converted him, he loon quits that Way, 
= and joins to them that he had perſecuted, and 
Gal. 1. 23. preached the very Faith he had deſtroyed ; and 
EPO tells us, v. 7. But what things were gain to me, thoſe 
I counted boſs for Chriſt. Thus you ſee how that tis not a Perſon's 
deing born in the Boſom of the Church, nor his after Conlent 
to it, that doth always oblige him not to depart from it. 


IV General ſhall be to ſhew what Schiſm is. I have ſhewn 
_ You the Word fignifies Diſſention or Diviſion. So that I define 
it thus: *Tis a caufleſs Separation from a Church; or a finful 
cCauſing of Conte ntion, or Diviſions in a Church, where we 1e- 
294in. I thall ipeak diſtinctly to the Parts of it, which are two. 
1. A cauilels Departing from a Church, There are ſeve:al 
good Caules why we may depart from a Church. Suppoſe a Per- 
Jon removes from one County to another, or from one Nation 
to another. by ſome ſpecial Providence; in ſuch a caſe, none 
can deny bur he may depart from the Church where he was, and 
join with a {ound Church where he goes: Or ſuppoſe there ate 
tuch liregularities in the Church where he is, as he cannot bear, 
then in Conſcience he may and ought to depart ; eſpecially if he 
finds he has no Power to rectify them by ſlaying in; in _- 
Is Cale, 
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caſe, the Sia lies at their Door who gave the Offence, and not ar 
his that took it. If a Church will lay ſuch tum. 

bling Blocks in the way as cannot be leapt over; Ezek.14. 3, 3. 
is more their Fault that laid them, than his who Rom. 14.13. 
turns aſide to avoid them: Before we can juiltly 
zccule any of Schiſm, in departing from us, we muſt be careful 
to prove, that we have not departed from God's Word; by ad- 
ding ro, or taking from, the Rules left us therein, in point of 
Worſhip ; for I look upon that to be the moſt dangerous Schiſm, 
to depait from God's Word. For the beſt of Churches now on 
Earth may err, but the Scripture is an infallible Rule, as ta 
Faith and Manners. If, therefore; any will add to this Rule, 
| and then make thoſe Additions Terms of Communion, let them 
ſee to it. A true Church of Chriſt will own Chriſt in all his Offi- 
| ces, as a Prophet to make Laws, and not only as a King, to rule 

by Laws made to his Hand. „ EE, 


4 I have often heard it confeſs'd by - thoſe from whom we diſ- 
„ ſent, that the Caules of our Separation from them are only Cere- 
J monies, and things indifferent. Tis well they are ſo to them; 


for I do ſincerely affirm, if one may ſpeak for all, they are not 
lo to us. We can't think any Part of Inſtituted Worſhip indif- 
ferent, when we read that awful Text, Rev. 22. 18, 19. For I 
teſtify unto every Man that heareth the Words of the Prophecy of this 
Book, if any Man ſball add unto theſe things, God ſpall add unta 

take away from the Words of the Book. of this Prophecy, God ſhall 
take away his part out of the Book of Life, and out of the holy City 
and from the things which are written in iis Book. O dreadful 

Sentence | Could we but perſwade our ſelves thoſe things are in- 
different which they own to be ſo, they would readily ſee our 
Compliance with rthem,tho* they will not comply with us to part 
with them, For I judge Separation from Churches to be a thing 

2 of too ill conſequences, to be encouraged for nothing, or for 
n things indifferent. What, ſhall we cauſe Heats and Animoſities 
e amoug Neighbours ? Shall we weaken the Intereſt of the Nation, 


my 160 0” po gw & WW oe” 5:79 


U and thereby indanger our Lives, and all that is dear to us? 
2- Shall we be ſuch Fools as to run but the Hazard of Perſecution 
5 when we may fleep in a whole Skin, and all theſe for Ceremo- 
zl nies, or things indifferent? Intereſt would teach us to be wiſer 
[- tnan thus; had we but a Grain of common Senſe 5; and not to 
n debar our ſelves of things advantageous, for the lake of things 
ne indiiterent. Is it not far more deſirable to be faxt in a Living as 
1d good as free Land, than to live ſuch a precarious Life as we do; 
re and to be under ſuch mean Circumſtances as many of us are? 
1, And have we not Reaſon to believe, from them that are gone 
ne before, that if others could do as they have done, our Sin of 


Sim is not too great to be forgiven, It is not therefore for 
3 . Te 


him the Plagues that are written in this Book : And if any Man ſhall 
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Contention-ſake, but for Conſcience-ſake towards 


1 Pet. 2. 19. God, that we diſſent: And fince it can be no o- 


ther, ſure we deſerve to be more tenderly dealt 


with, than branded as Schilmaticks. 


Suppole we were in a Miſtake, a tender Chriſlian Behaviour 


would be the moſt proper way to convince us. Conſcience is a 
tender thing, and can't be compell'd : Hence ſaith the Apolſlle, 


Rom. 14. 5. Let every Man be fully perſuaded in his own Breaſt; 
mean while we wrong no Man. We endeavour to render to Ca- 


far the things that are Caſar's, and unto God the things which 
are God's. We pay Tribute to whom Tribute is due; Cuſtom 
to whom Cuſtom is due. We pay Tythes and Rates for the Sup- 
port of that Church that many of us never come at; and that 


not from Conſtraint, but of a willing Mind. We pray always 


and earneſtly for the Queen now upon the Throne, and ate rea- 
dy, if occafion requir'd it, and the Wall of Partition was but re- 
mov'd, to throw aſide our Bibles, or rather to take them with 


us, and to venture our Lives, and all that is dear to us, in De- 
fence of her Royal Perſon, and the Laws ; and are unwilling to 


delie ve, that ever ſhe intends to take up the Sword, or a fhoiter 
Weapon againſt us, who are ſo willing to venture our All for 
ber. But to return from this Digreſſion. 9 5 


* 


But now, as for ſuch as own theſe things to be Indifferent, 
(and indeed all the World muſt own they are indifferent on their 


_ fide) and fo conſequently can part with them without Sin, yet 
will not, how will they anſwer it to God one Day? Can we 


think thoſe Men do really think Schiſm ſuch a damnable Sin 2s 


they tell us it is, when to prevent it, they will not part with 


what they call things indifferent? unleſs they defire our Damna- 
tion. What! doth it ſeem a thing leſs than indifferent, whether 
fo great a Part of the Nation be ſav'd or damn'd? We can't but 
take ſuch Treatment unkindly, as we are Neighbours, as we are 


Natives, as we are Subjects to the ſame Prince, and worſhip the 
fame God, to have ſuch hard things put upon us, as for the lake 


of things indifferent, to be both excluded from many Privileges, 


and to be branded as Schiſmaticks too. Foreigners, whether Fa · 


Piſts or Heathens, have kinder Treatment than we. We ae the 


only home-born Slaves, Mean time, it goes near our Heaits, to 

think how ready we are to leap into the Flames to ſave one ot 
_ rheir Bodies, tho? we can't come up to their Modes of Worſhip ; 
and to think, they will not part with things indifferent to {ave 
fo many of our Souls. If we don't return we are all damn'd, if 
"* tome of them ſay true; and damn'd we may be, for all them; 


for if taking up a Straw would prevent our going to Hell, we 


_ iculd go. I fear I mayſay of ſome, they would part with great- 


er things to damn us than they will to fave us. 
5 | 2. Schiſm 


kJ * 
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2. Schiſm may be made by a ſinful cauſing of Strife and Diviſi- 
ons in a Church, where we continue Members. All Strife or 
Diviſion 1s not Schiſm. Should a Member of a Church fee 
Dilorders in the Church, and ſhould think it more his Duty to 
uay a Member, in Hopes to rectity ſuch Diſorders, than to de- 
part from the Church; tho” his continuing in might prove a 
Means of Contention or Diviſion, yet it might not be Sin on his 
ſide. But 1 nave hinted ſomething on this before. In a word, 
it you [ee one that loves to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord in Church- 
es, by diſaffecting Members to the Minifter, or his Doctrine, 
without a Cauſe, or weakening the Affections of Members one 


* 


to another, note that Man as a Schilmatick indeed,  _ 
But for any peaceably to leave a Church, in ſome meaſure 
corrupt, to join with one more pure; to leave one that has a 
Mixture of Human Inventions, with Divine Inſtitutions, to join 
with one that doth all things according to Divine Appointment z | 
hath not ſo much as the leaſt Shadow of Schiſm in it. I would 


fain know what we have in our ſtated Worſhip that is not clear- 


ly warranted by the Word of God? Nay, what have we, that 
they have not, from whom we diſſent, who yet charge us with 
Schiſm ? Have we publick Singing ? ſo have they. Have we 
Prexching ? fo have they, tho' not ſo much. Have we Baptiſm 

with Water, in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt? _ 
ſo have they. Have we the Lord's Supper adminiſtred in both _ 
kinds? ſo have they. And as to Church-Officers, have they 
Biſhops ? ſo have we good ſtore, Have we Deacons ? fo have 
they, and Arch ones too {ome of them. 5 


As for Arch-Biſhops and Lord Biſhops, we have none; yet 


we highly honour theſe as Ce/ar's Creatures. And indeed it is 
well for us we have none of theſe, ſince we have no Benefices 
lufficient to ſupport their Pomp and Grandure; for while thels 
2 their Coach and Six, our Biſhops are often forced to go 
=—_ | NE 


Nor have we leſs to ſy in defence of our Diſcipline. As for = 


too many of our Hearers, we are grieved to fee their diſorderly 


Converſations ; we do all we can to reclaim theſe , by publick | 


and private Exhortations ; we ſuit our Doctrine as near as we 
can to them, and deal faithfully with their Souls; but 'tis not 
in our Power to change their Hearts. We can't drive theſe out of 
cur Congregations, from Hearing, nor would we if we could. 
The more wicked any of theſe are, the more need to hear, it 
being the ordinary Means appointed of God to convert Souls, 


and that which through Grace we ſee daily bleſſed to that end-. | 


But we widely diſtinguiſh between Heaters and Members. And 
we lay, as 1 Cor. 5. 12, 13. For what have 1 to do to judge them alfa 
that ave without, do not ye judge them that are within 7 but them 
bat are without God judgeth. 5 
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other Meaſures as to them. We admoniſh tuch as walk diſor. 
detly, and excommunicate ſuch as contemn our Admonition, 
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But for Members that have joined themſelves to us, we take 


We don't take in any Members without good Satisfaction. We 
do the beſt we can to rectify Diſorders, and not to ſuffer Sin to 
lie upon each others Souls; and had we the Civil Power to back 
our Church-Cenſures, we ſhould not doubt, by the Bleſſing of 


God, but to keep our Churches much purer than now they are. 
We are not without our Failings, and don't think it our Duty 
to cut off a Member till all Goſpel-Means are uſed to render it 
_ uſeful again. Cutting off Members is an unpleaſant Work to us. 
Let I am perſuaded, that the Diſſenting Churches, however they 
may differ in other things, do all mutually agree in this, to 


keep off ſcandalous Offenders from the Table of the Lord. 


We cant but with Lamentation ſpeak it, we have had ſome 


great Blots on ſome that have miniſtred in holy things; not- 


_ withitagding Churches Care in chuſing, and the Care of Mini- 


fers in ordaining, yet now and then a Goat has fliprt by in Sheep's 


Cloathing; yet where ſuch things have happen d, our Church- 
es have affum'd a Power to put them out at the ſame Door they 


came in. We read of a Judat among the twelve, 


| John 6. 70. to ſhew us how the beſt of Churches may miſtake, 


but as we dontt read of his continuing with them, 


Atter he bettay'd his Lord, but they ſoon choſe another to fill up 
; mis Place, of greater Integrity; fo let any, if they can, ſhew one 
| ſcandalous Miniſter that is continued among us. I do not men- 
tion thele things to lay open the Failings of any Minitters, but 
to juſtify thole Churches that have by this Means born their Te- 
fiimony againft. thoſe whole Sins cannot be hid. And can ſuch 

as belong to our Churches be guilty of Schiſr 1 _ 


But here I will ſuppoſe ſome to object thus: After all you 


have ſaid for your ſelves, we don't think your Diſſenting Chur- 
ches to be true Churches, or at leaſt to be compar'd with 


hat from which you diflent ; as wanting, 1. Their Antiquity. 
2. Authority. 3. Unity. 4. Verity. 5. Uniformity. 6. Charity, 


7. The very Place of Worſvip is made an Argument againſt us, for | 
want of a better. Io each of which 1 ſhall fully anſwer, anc ſu 


wipe off the Repioach caſt upon us, and deſire the Reader to 


weigh what is ſpoken without Prejudice. 


And firft, as to the ſuppoſed Obje&ion of the Want of Anti 


 quity: To this I anſwer in three things as follows. 


r. Antiquity is no Note of a True Church, nor the want of it 


| @ Note of one that is not. The oldeſt Churches are not always 


the beſt. Tho? the Old Teſlament Diſpenſation was before t 
New, yet the Apoſile makes this to be preferable to that, 47 


11. 40. Cod having provided ſome better things for us. So Hel. 
a» By fo much was Jeſus made a Surety of a Better I bem 
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the beſt of all the Three. But, 
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The Fathers did not think Antiquity a certain Note of a true 
Church, Saith Greg. Conſuetudo ſine veritate, eſt vetuſtas Error : 
Antiquity without Verity, is the antientneſs of Error. It matters 
not what ſtanding our Churches are of, if but agreeable to Truth. 
A new Truth is better than an old Error. Suppoſe we had 
lived Ignorant of Goſpel Truths to this Day, muſt we do always 
ſo, We are not to walk in a Way becauſe it is troden, but 
we are to enquire, is it the right Way? Jer. 6. 16. Thu ſaith 
the LORD, ſtand ye in the Ways, and ſee, and ask for the old 
Paths, where us the good Way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall 
find reſt for your Souls. Obſerve, it was to be a good Way, as 
well as an old Way. Solomon taith, Prov. 16. 31. The hoary 
Head u a Crown of Glory, if it be found in the Way of Rigbte- 
ouſneſs. Let we are told, Iſa. 65. 20. But the Sinner being an 
Hundred Nears old ſhall be accurſed. Cuſiom in an evil Way ne- 


rer made that Practice the bettet, but the worſe. If a Crimi- 


nal be tried for a Fault, and be found Guilty, yet if it is the 
firſt Fault, he often eſcapes 3 but if he is found an old Thief, 
ten to one but he Dies. Thus as to the Caſe in hand; a Church 

that has long erred from the Truth, is but little to be eſteemed. 
So that before we can be petſwaded to honour a Church for its 
Antiquity, we muſt ſee its Verity, leſt we ſhould honour the 
Devil more than Paul, ſince 'tis certain he is the elder. 


If Antiquity is an infallible Note of a true Church, and the 


eldeſt is always the beſt, then I fear the Papiſis will prove tbem- 
ſelves to be a purer Church than either? Tis well known to 
many, how they boaſt of Antiquity, as if none like 'em; and 
have challenged the Body of Proteſtants, to prove where there 
Church was before Luther's Day. To which the general An- 


| {wer has been, that the true Church, till then, lay in the Bo- 
 lom of one that was Corrupt. And yet notwithſtanding, _ 


the Proteſtants not only think themſelves a Church, but 2 


purer Church than that from which they are departed ; and if 


lo, who can tell but we that come Jaſt, ſuppoſe it fo, may be 
3. Our diſſenting Churches are of a longer ſtaading than ma- 
ny are aware of; and I have reaſon to believe, if a narrow Scru- 
tiny be made, of an earlier date than ſome that we diſſent from; 
for while ſome can look back no further than Luthers Day, W e 

can prove ours to be truly Apoſiolical, and as ancient as Par: 
himſelf; there being no part of our Worſhip, but what js clearly 


proved from the New Teſtament. And further, we need not look 


back for Direſtions in our Worſhip, and Order of our Churches. 


To prove Singing, ſee Eph. 5. 19. Speaking to your ſelves, in Pſalms, 


and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs; Singing, and making Mc:lo1; in your 

Heart to the Lord, For our Preaching, fee 47s 5, 42. Aud dai) 

in ihe Temple, and in every Huuſe, they ceaſed not to reach, ant 
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Preach Jeſus Ciriſt, Luke 4. 20. And he cloſtd the Book, &c; 
Kk; he did not 


FTaul's Epiſtles. 
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Oblerve, he read the Text, then cloſed the 
read all his Ser mon, as ſoue do. For our Baptizing, fee Mar. 
28. 19, Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them, in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


For the Lord's Supper, ſee r Cor. 11. 24. Thu do in remembrance 


of Me. For the Bleſling at the end, fee the cloſe of almoſt all 


No lels hz v2 we to ſay, as to our Church Officers; for Dea- 


cons, ſee As 6. 3, 4, 5, 6. Oblerve, they had not fo much as a 
Deacon, but what was of their own chufing. Fer our Ordina- 
tion by Preſbyte:s, lee 1 Tim. 4.14. Neglect not the Gift that 


w in thee, which was given thee by Prophecy, with the laying on of 


the lands of the Tresbytery. And that our Minitters are Bi- 


ſhops, is fully proved from Ads 20. 25. Obſerve, when Paul 
came to Epheſus, v. 17. He called for the Elders of the Church. 


Were theſe Lords Biſhops think you ? If fo, there were many in 
one Town. Iis beyond all rational Contradiction, theſe were 


preaching Elders, or ordinary Miniſters, and fays he to thoſe 
Elders, v.25. Take heed therefore unt) yourſelves, and to all the 
Flock, over the which the Haly Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, 


Tele amouomss, hath made Biſhops. I wonder why that was 
rendered Overteers? Nay, come we to the very Garment many 
of us wear, fee for that, 2 Tim. 4. 13. The Cloak that I left at 
 Troas, with Carpus, when thou comeſt, bring with thee. Mind, 
not a Gown, nor a Surplice, bur a Cloak. And I cannot but 
think, that if Timothy was a Lord Biſhop, as ſome imagine, 
Paul was too bold, to command him to be a Servant to bring 
His Cloak after him. Thus you fee how every Thing in our 
 Woiſhip is clearly proved from the New Teſtament. And can 
it after all be Schilm to belong to ſuch Churches? Hear O Hea- 


vens! I am really afraid they will charge Paul next, with the 


flame Sin, and make him more Guilty than we are, foraſmuch 
as we had never done as we Go, had not he led us the way; and 


if they ſhould, I can't ſee but one Argument by which he can 
be cleared; and that is, that the Churches which he gathered 


were long before theirs, and therefore it was impoſlible to be 
_ guilty of Schilm, in departing from a Church which he never 


law, and knew lo very little of, 


And now ] have made luch clcar Proof in Vindication of our 
way of Worſhip, from the New Teſlzment, let me defire thoſe 
from whom we Ciflent, to make as full Proof of theirs from the 
New Teſtament, yea, or from the Old; and if they cannot, 
jet em bluſh and be aſhamed, And firit, where do we read of 
an Altar with Steps in all the New Teſtament? Nay, was not 
this even forbidden under the Old; Ex. 20. 26. Neither fbalt thr! 
40 up by Steps unto mine Altar, Again, where do you read in the 
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New Teſtament, of any that worſhipped towards the Eat 2 

Nay, was it not one of the greateſt Abominations under the 
Old? Ezek. 8. 15, 16. Turn thee yet ogain, and thou ſball [ee 
greater Abominations that they do. Aud he brought me into jhe 
inner Court of the Lud Houſe, and hebald at the Dor of the 


Temple of the Lord, between the Porch and the Altar, were about 


Five and Twenty Men, with their Backs toward the Temple of the 
Lord, and their Faces towards the Eaſt; and they worſhipped the 
Son towards the Eaſt. Aud adds, v. 18. Therefore will I alſo deal 
in Fury, mine Eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I have pity ; and 
though they cry in mine Ears with a loud Voice, yet will I not hear 
them. Again, where do we readin the New Teſtament of any 
printed Prayer Books? Again, where do we read in all the Book 
of God, of the Croſs in Bapulſm, or of Godfathers or Godmo- 
thers ? Let 'em declare, if they are able. 
Come we allo to Church Officers, aud here let me be ſo bold 
as to ask, where do we read in the New Teſtament of a Lord 
Piſhop, or an Archbiſhop, or an Archdexcan ? Nay, where do 
we Tread of any of thole under the Old Teſlament? Again, 
where do we read from the fiift Verſe in Genefis, to the leſt of 
the Revelation, of a Vice-Chancellor, or Chancellors, or a Sur- 
rogate? There is nothing but deep filence touching all thele ? 
Had I no more Proof for what we do, than thoſe have, I profels 
| ſhould ſoon deſert the Cauſe ; for 1 judge it dangerous to build 
luch a weighty Thing as a Church, upon any other 
Foundation but what Chriſt and his Apoſtles have Mat. 7. 26, 
laid, leſt like that building upon the Sand it fall, 27. 95855 


and graat be the Fall of it. Nor is it enough that 


we build upon a good Foundation, bur all the Structure ought 
to be agreeable : Wood, Hay, and Stubble, and ſuch co:mbuſla- 
ble Matter, ought not to be laid upon a fure Faundation, Such 
PD wu ſuffer loſs, tho' they may be ſaved fo as ly Fire, 
1 Cor, 3. 15. 1 

To the Second Part of the ſuppoſed Objsction, of our want 
of Authority, that we are nat Enabliſn d by Law, nor have 
we any Spiritual Counts, as they have: To incl: I Anſwer, 

If tne Law is not fo much ju. Favour of us, as it is of them, 
yet tis as much, and Jomewhzt more in Fzyour of us, than 
their Law was of Chriſ, Jubn 19. 7. Ve hace a Law, and ly 


| that Law he aug ht to die; becauſe be made himſei? the Son of God. 


Now, was Chriſt a Schiſmatick? I hope not. Was it not more 
the fault of the Law, for condemning kia, tor owning fo great 
2 Truth; than his, for owniag of it? *Tis well known, how 
molt of the Apoſtles ſuffered Martyrdom, and no doubt, but 
purſuant to ſome Law. Were the Martyrs in Queen Marys 
Days Schiſmarticks ? We are Ettabliſhed by the Laws of Chrife, 
& ith been abundantly proved; and he being the great Pio- 
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het of the Church, we think this is more our Honour than to 
2 Eſtabliſped by human Laws. If we have but the Law of 
Chriſt for us, we don't much conſult other Laws, nor think 
our ſelves bound to obey them when contrary to his. 4#s 5. 29. 
Ve ought to obey God rather than Man. We read of ſome who 
not only wanted Laws to Eſtabliſh them, but had Laws made to 
ſubveit them, and yet acted contrary to thoſe Laws, and were 
_ blameleſs ; yea, highly commended, and greatly bleſt, and ho- 
noured of God. Ste Exod. 1. 16, 17, 20. If it be a Son, then ys 
pPpall kill bim. — But the Midwives feared God, and did not as the 
King of Egypt commanaed them, but ſaved the Men Children alive. 
And tis laid, v. 20, 21. Therefore God dealt well with the Mid- 
wivet. And it came to paſs, becauſe the Midwives feared God, 
| that he made them Houſes, i. e. gave em Children and Families; 
thus God bleſſed them. Thus we read, Dan. 3. 10, 15. how 
the Three Children refuſed to obey the Decree of the King, and 
now God miraculovily preſerved them, v. 27. But bleſſed be 
God, this is not our Cate, we have been aſſured again and a- 
gain of Royal Protection from the Throne, in our Way of 

JJ JT... 86 
And as to our want of Spiritual Courts, falſly ſo called, 31! 
we can lay, is this, we have Power to bind and looſe, and make 
a right uſe of it too; and I don't know what any have more, 
Saith Chriſt, Mat. 15. 18. Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall 
| be bound in Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be 
looſed in Heaven. And I am confident this is more than Christ 
| hath promiled to ſome, and more than he will do to thoſe from 
whom we diſlent. I confeſs we have no Power to ruin Men's 
_ Eſtates by pecuniary Fines, nor do we defire it. Should any 
come to us to buy off a Cenſure, we ſhould all by one conſent, 
| fay as he to that Sorcerer, A: 8, 20, 21, 22, 23. Thy Money peril 
with thee, becauſe thou haſt thought that the gift of God may be 
| Purchaſed with Money : Thy Heart u not right in the fight of Gad. 
| Repent therefore of thu thy Wickedneſs, and pray God, if per bat 
the Thoug his of thy Heart may le forgiven thee. For I ferceict 
thou art in the gail of Bitterneſs, and in the bond of Iniquit)- 
As we never inflict a Cenſure but for Sin, ſo we never remove 
\ Ir, bur upon appearance of true Repemance, and do abominat? 
that Popith Practice of ſelling Pardons; and fo plucking tie 
2 from Ci riſt's Head, whoſe Prerogative only *tis to for- 

give din. e e Ln . | | 
Reader, that thou mayſt ſee what excellent uſe theſe Courts ( cal- 
led Spiritus! Courts) er: of; I' tell thee a Story, that I certain 
know to be true, and very lately too A Gentleman whom! 
well know, was choſen Executor in Truit for a conſiderable E- 
ſtate, the Teflator being Dead, and lezving ſome Hundred 
Funds in Debts our of the County, the Executor proves 2a 
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Will in the Prerogative Court above, and was there aſſured, 
tat no Court in the Country could demand any Thing as due to 
them. Soon after, he is warn'd into their Court, to prove the 
Will; is adviſed again by an able Attorney, not to pay any 
Thing, only to exhibit the Seals. He ſends a Meflenger to their 
Court, with the Seals, and writes 'em a reſpectful Letter; tells 
em he was ordered not to pay any Fees ; and being but an Exe- 
cutor in Truſt, and liable to pay himſelf, whatever he paid con- 
trary to Law, dare not ſend any Money; but told em, if he was 

mifinform'd, he would pay them what was due upon Notice 

given. The Meſſenger returns, and tells him, when they had 

{een the Seal, and read tie Letter, they ſeem'd well ſatisfied, 
and never fo much as named any Money due to them. Some 
Months after, the Appatator calls on him, and tells him, that 
the next Week he would be excommunicated for not paying the 


| Fees; the Gentleman told him, they never were demanded, nor 


was there any warning given; he reply'd, he could not ſay much 
as to that, but was ſure the next Week he would bave the Writ 


f. TT os | 


Now Reader, I would put this Queſtion, didſt thou ever read 
of ſuch Tyranny and Cruelty inflicted in the Spanzh Inquiſition? 1 
am ſure thou haſt not Did the Blood-thirſty Bonner and Gardiner 
ever equal thele Spiritual Men? I profeſs I never could read that 
they did. For tho' thele have inflicted ſevere Puniſhments, yet 


not on luch as were willing to comply with their unreaſonable 
Impoſitions in Things even contrary to Law, Nay, what Pains 


bave theſe Biſhops taken to proſelyte Perſons, before they con- 


demn'd them to the Flames. So that to fall into the Hands of 


thoſe Spiritual Men, ſeems to me but one degree ſhort of fall- 


So that if this is the worſt they can ſay of us, and our 


Churches, that we have not ſuch a tyiannical Power lodged in 
us; whether this renders our Churches the worſe, or the better, 


I leave it to the unprejudic'd Reader to judge. Sure Il am, we 


read of no ſuch Courts in the New Teſtament, unleſs peradven- 


ture, that where Chriſt was condemn'd. What may be at the 
Mother Church at Rome, France, Spain, or P:rtuga', I cannot 
well tell. Theſe Courts are enough to make Diſſenters, if there 
were none before, 1 . 5 


The Third Part of the ſuppoſed Objection, is, our want of 


Vnity. Chriſt's beloved is but one. We have Diviſions, and 
Sub-diviſions, while thoſe from whom we diſſent are all of a 
Piece. They have no Contentions about Religious Matters, but 
believe as the Church believes; and what can be a greater Or- 


vament than Unity ina Church? 


To 
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To this I Anſwer: I have a Book in my Study, entitled, 4 
End to Controverſie, The Thing being ſo very defirable, I ap- 
plyed my ſelf to read it; but as much as I defixed an end to 


_ Controverfie, I choie rather to uphold it, than follow nis Di- 
rect ions to obtain it; which was, to have the Pope the ſole 


Judge of Controveriie, and to reſt in his Determinations. But 


wo Anſwer further, and by Way of conceſlion, I own that Uni- 


y in the Truth is a lovely ſight. Nor can I wholly juilifie the 
Biſlenters in their differing Seniments, which perhaps may be 


their dark Side, but what then, muſt they be branded as Schil- 
maticks, becauſe 
{wer more particularly. 


they are enquiring for the Trum? gut to An- 


1. The beſt of Churches on E:rth have had Diviſions in them; 


even thoſe that were plamed by Chriſt bimfelf, and his Apoltles. 


The Church of Corinth was a Golpel Chuich, yet ſadly divided, 


2 Cor. 11.18. I hear that there be Diviſions among you. $0 1 Cor. 
1. 11, 12. For it hath been declared unto me of you my Brethren, 
by them which are of the Houſe of Chloe, that there are Contenti- 
ont among you. Now this I ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I am 


of Paul, and Jof Apollos, and 1 of C:phas, and I of Chriſt. 
So 44s 15. 39. And the Content ion was ſo ſbarp between then, 
that they departed aſunder one from the other Nor do we read that 


good Paul! and Barnabas ever met to make up the difference, 

that I remember. So *tis {aid of thoſe that attended on Chiiſt's 

Doctrine, Mark 9. 34. For by the Way they had diſputed o 
3, 


ſhould be the greateſt. I confels, I am far from thinking theſe 


5 to be ſet as Examples, yet they ſhew the imperfect State of the 
Church below. The Church is compared to the Moon, Cant. 
6. 10. Who is ſbe that looketh forth as the Morning, fair as thc 


Moon, clear as the Sun. Like the Sun with reſpect to our Ju- 


ſtification, but like the Moon with teſpect to Sanctification, 
which when at the full, and in the cleareſt Night, hath. ſome | 


Spots; to lay nothing of thole frequent and dark Eclipſes it is 


ſubject to. Thoſe that are the Churches Guides fee but darkly, 
as through a Glaſs, the Popes that pretend to be infallible. 
One Pope has burnt what another decreed. We muſt never ex- 
118 to lee a Church perfectly joined together, of the lame 
Mind, and of the ſame judgment in all Things, till we get 
Into the Church Triumphant in Heaven. But. 
238. Unity in Error is 2 greater Scandal to a Church, chan Con- 
tentions for Truth. Where there are Contentions, tis a fign 
ttheie are ſome that jove the Truth, and that both Parties can't 
be right unleſs there be a miſunderftanding of Words, yet fre- 
quently on? part hath Truth on their Side: Bur to fee a Church 


funk into Errors, and to reſt there, is fad. *Tis ſaid, Pſal. 2. 2. 
Tie Ruleis take Counſe! together, againſt the LO RD, and again): 


as 


VC 
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we are, Thus tis ſaid, Luke 23. 12. The ſame Day Pilate and 
Herod were made Friends together, for before they were at Enmity 
between themſelves. Here was an Agreement, buta wicked one, 
to deſtroy Chriſt, Some have ſuch low Thoughts of Truth, 


that they don't think it worth contendirg for; and, as we ſay, 


ſome take all for Fiſh that come within the Net, fo ſome take all 
for Truth that they hear preach'd. They think, if then Mini- 
fters, who are ſo learned, don't know what is Truth, who 
mould ? when, poor Souls, ſome of them know no more of 
Truth than Nicodemus of the New Birth. When Chrift told 
him the Neceſſity of Regeneration, in order to Salvation, he 
cries out, John 3. 9. How can ibeſe Things be? We ſet a higher 
Value on Truth than this, and dare not take all for Truth that 
ſome Men call Truth, nor believe every Word, Prov. 14. 15. 
The Simple believeth every Word, but the prudent Man looketb well 
to his going. j 8 „ 
We think it better becomes us to be earneſtiyyy 
contending for the Faith, than 10 fit ſtill, and Jude 3. 
{ez the Truth ſuffer Shipwrack, or ſcoffingly 1 Tim. 1. 19. 
with Pilate to ſay, as, John 18. 3 8. hat i Trutz 
z. Thoſe we diſſent from have no Cauſe to upbraid us with 
our Diviſions, nor to boaſt of their ewn Unity. He that hath 
given himſelf the trouble to read the unprofitable Controverſy = 
between the Upper Houſe and Lower Houſe of Convocation, 
where to be ſure there is no Diſſenter to diſquiet em, will ſee 
as ſharp a Debate as ever was among us, accented with ſome 
Circumſtances which are not to be found among us. For while 
we pretend no Superiority one over another, but ſtand all upon 
Level Ground, and fo think we may take the more freedom to 
have a friendly Debate; theſe own a very great Difference, as 
between Upper and Lower, and yet can't agree. Nay, while we 
differ about Matters of moment, being afraid of being miſlaken, 
theſe difier about Trifles, as if Difterence was that which they 


delighted in. I wonder thoſe mitred Heads have not made 


thole little Creatures know, that in the thing wherein they deał 
proudly they are above them. 5 . . 

The fourth Part of the ſuppoſed Objection is, that we want 
Verity, that there is not that Clearneſs of Truth in our Preach- 
ing that is among them. We are lookt upon as a Company of 
iliterate Fools, that know not what to preach; _ 
while they think they are the Men, and Wiſdom Job 12. 2. 
will die with 'em. . 


To this Janſwer; and here I muſt confeſs, a oreat Difference 


as to Doctrine. I was once à conftant Hearer of them from 
whom I now diflent, for many Years ; and now plainly lee, 
that had I continued there even until now, I might have re- 
main d ignorant of the great Goſpel Truths, that were neceſſary 
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better for going, but many the worle, 


Diſſenters 20 Schiſmaticłr; 
to the Salvation of my Soul. The chief Doctrine that T heard, 
was Paſlive Obedience, it being in King Charles's Reign; and 
ready they were to prefs us to be ſubject to the Duke of Jork, 
before he was King. O the Peals | the repeated Peals ! which 
have rang in my Ears of Paſſive Obedience! How oft have | 


Heard that famous Inſtance of David's cutting off Saul's Skirts, 
and how his Heat ſmate him for it, with vehement Reflections 
on ſuch as have ventured higher! How oft have I been told 

what Power Kings had, not only in the State, but in the Church, 

yea, over all we had! At laſt came the defired Day, the Duke 
of Jork is King, and mild and gentle his ſhort Government was; 
but the Miſchief on't was, thoſe Paſſive Obedience Men had for- 


got their Text, and inſtead of being a Precedent to us to ſuffer, 


they firſt kick'd up the Heel againit him, and drove him to a 
Condition far more to be dreaded by one of Royal Blood than 
Death, By which they plainly ſhew'd us, what they meant by 
Paſſive Obedience; that is to ſay, that all that oppoſed their In- 
tereſt, from the higheſt to the loweſt, ſhould ſubmit to them, 
and ſuffer what they think good to inflict, I hope no Crowned 
Head will ever truſt thoſe Paſſive Obedience Men more, for his 
fake. They are almoſt got to the {ame Text again; but who 
knows what they mean, or how to truſt em, ſince they can't ſay 


more on that Subject than they have done, nor do lefs, or rather 


15 fo 8 5 ng . 
Or if at any time they happened to turn over the Leaf, to a 
new Subject, it was uſually to cry up their excellent Conftitution, 


or to cry down all fuch as dare depart from them. Upon thole 


lofty Topicks they ſpent moſt of their Time, he that came hun- 
gering for Chriſt might flarve for all them. Some time at a 
great chance you might hear of Cirift, but as it was ſeldom, ſo 


it was in ſuch a general way, that the moſt ſecure Sinner might 


po as he came. They always took care (to give 'em their due) 


not to greive their Hearers, or to diſturb the Peace of their 


Mind. Never, that I remember, did I hear of the Work of the 
Spirit. unleſs to attribute it to the Creature, or elſe to ridicule 


it. Regeneration, Faith, and Converſion, were {carce ever heard 
of; and upon the whole, I muit confeſs, I could ſooner join in 


their Common Prayer, than fir under ſuch dark and lifele!s 


Preaching, if I may call it Preaching. Ot 

As for our own Preaching, let Men hear and judge. This J 
have obſerv d, none ſpeak lo much againſt us, as thoſe that ne- 
ver heard us. Seldom have we had any gone from us to them, 


bur many have come from them to us, bleſſing God that eve! 


their Eyes were opened: or if at any time, any have happen'd to 
go from us to them, it bath uſually been for advantage, or to 
have the more Freedom to fin; and never did J know any ths 


This 
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Judge ye. 
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This I'll ſay as to our Preaching, many of us do all we can to 
exalt Chriſt, and to magnify the Kiches of Free Grace, thro? the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. We preach up the Neceſſity of Regenera- 


tion, Faith and Repentance, and every other Duty in its piace, and 
the neceſſity of the Spirit's powerful and free Agency to do all theſe. 
We preach up Original Sin as the Spring of all 


the actual Sins committed in the World; and Rom. 5. 12, 
in ſhort, we preach far more agreeably to the 398 


Articles, as to the principal Doctrines contained therein, than _ 
they do from whom we diſſent ; and tho' we are called Diſſen- 
ters, yet they more properly are the Men. We diſſent tiom 


the Place, they from the Doctrine; and which are worſt, 


But ſome may ſay, how is it likely your Miniſters ſhould 


preach, who have but little or no Learning? I may retaliate in 
the Words of the Apoſtle, Rom. 10. 15. And bow ſball they preach, 
except they be ſent ? As to Learning, we are like others, ſome 
have more, and ſome leſs; but we have found by Experience, 
that the greateſt Scholars are not always the beſt Preachers. 


The Knowledge of Chriſt is to me the moſt valuable Qualifica- 
tion, to make a Miniſter, We have a due Reſpect to Learning, 
and a competent Share among us, and that ſome have of late 


ſound to their everlaſting Shame; but we don't idolize Learn- 
ang, fo as for its ſake to overlook what is more valuable and 


neceſſary, having often found that Learning without Grace makes 


Men but Tools for the Devil. The Truth has never met with 
greater Oppoſition than from Learned Men. I believe the World 
_ doth not produce greater Wickedneſs than is now to be found in 
the Univerſities; and how ſuch ſhould preach Chriſt, that never 


knew him, yea that are open Enemies againſt him, is a Queſti- 
on hard to be reſolved. ens. 


But may they lay, You have ſome unlearned Men, how fhould | 


 rheſe preach? To which I anſwer, As ſome who are great 


vcholars, are Poor Preachers; ſo thoſe who have bur little Learn- 


ing, may be good Preachers, Preaching is certainly God's Gift, 


and he may give it to whom he will. Saith Chriſt, Mat. 1 1. 25 
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thcu 


 baſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt rerealed 
them unto Babes, And adds, Ver. 26. Even fo Fatber, for ſo it 
| ſeemed good in thy fight, And ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1. 21. 


Tor after that in the Wiſdom of God, tbe World by Wiſdom knew 
not Cod, it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them 
zhat believe; that is, by ſuch Preaching as the Learned World 


_ counted Fooliſhneſs, And I think, that Preaching is to be molt | 


valued, which God moſt owns and blefles, let the Infirument 

be what he will. If any of our Miniſters are wanting in Learn- 

ing, that Defect is oft over and above made up in Egiirency of 
F £7 ____ Grace 
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24 Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks ; 
Grace and Holinels ; and if one of thoſe muſt be wanting, and 
they don't often meet together, we think we had better be want- 

ing as to ſome meaſure of Learning, than in the Grace of God; 
and had rather fir and hear a plain heart- affecting Diſcourſe of 
2 Crucified Jeſis, than a Lectute out of Ariſtotle or Thomas Aqui- 
nas, We value thoſe Dilcourſes moſt that come from the Hearr, 
tho? they may not be garniſhed with ſuch Eloquence as lome 


may. 3 5 1 
The fiſth Part of the ſuppoſed Objection is this, that we want 
Uniformity in Worſhip; we have no ſtinted Forms of Prayer, 
as they haye, but take liberty to exprels our Minds to God as 
we with VVV . 
Io this I anſwer, and for full ſatisfaction in this Matter do 
refer the Reader to that excellem Book lately put out by Mr. Ro- 
binſon, againſt Mr. Bennet, who deſerves the Publick Thanks of 
the whole Body of the Diſſeuters, for his good Service, in vin- 
dicating the Truth, at the Coft of ſuch hard Study; and for 
| abating rhe Pride of ſuch a haughty Adverſary, who before was 
always nibbling at one or other of the Diſſenters, but I believe 
, 5 N 
How far Forms of Prayer may be lauful, or expedient, to 
ſuch as have no better Help, and that are private Perlons, 1 
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hall not now determine, as not material to the Point in hand; 


but for Miniſters to be thus muzzled, who are to be Men of the 
greateſt Grace and Abilities, leems to me to be unrealonable, 1 
look upon Prayer in a {piritual manner to be more than moſt take 
ö a Prayer, or a Saying, a Prayer, but 
a Praying a Prayer, as Elias did, Jam. 5.17. Should a Beggar 
come to my Door, and pluck out a Book to read over his Con- 
dition, I ſnould not only refuſe to gi.e him, but ſhould conclude. 
him a Hypocrite, or ſomething worle, if poſſible. He that 
knows his Wants, will not want a Book of Remembrance: You _ 
need not give a ſtarving Man a Book to remember he is hungry, 
nor a condemned Man a Book to put him in mind that he mult 
die, But how is it likely, ſome may ſay, that any ſhould ex- 
Preſs themſelves to God in ſuch ſuitable Wo:ds, as when the 
Prayer is ſtudied, and wrote before him. To this I anſwer, God 
doth not fo much regard the Language, as the Heart. And fur- 
ther, whether ſuch as have compoſed Forms of Prayer hae 
note ty wrote good Senſe, ict him that underſtands read and 
judge. „ j 8 
But that which I diſlike more than Forms of Prayer, is that 
Spirit of Bitterneſs which I find in many, not only againlt 
us, but even againſt all Praying by the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God, as is to be ſeen in the Works of Dr. South, Ce. 
Times have been when ſuch Books would have been burn by 
the Common Hangman. Thoſe poor lame Cripples not ov! 


Ide 
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on ſuch human Infirmities, an in N 7, 
for fuch things as theſe, But to this IT anſwer, We think we 


«444 — WY a Hd); 
make uſe of Crutches themſelves, but ſeem greatly enraged 
that the whole World is not as bad as they are. Bur fince ſo 
much has been wrote on this Head, that never yet was an- 
{wered, nor ever will be, I'Il add no more, but only a Paſſage 


1 knew to be true; and it ſeems in favour of ſuch publick Mini- 


fiers, that none may think them unable to pray without Forms, - 


tho 122 uſe them; for I love to give every Man his due. 


A Diflenting Friend and Acyuaintance of mine, in a Jour- 


ney, fell in company with a Clergy-man, whom 1 alſo well 


knew. After za while they diſcourſed on Forms of publick 
Prayer, whether lawtul and expedient, The Parſon was zealous 


for 'em, the Diſſenter as zealous againſt 'em, The Parſon told 


him, it was not for want of Abilities to pray ex tempore, that 
they made uſe of Forms; but they pieferred thefe Forms before 


ſuch Praying. The Diſſenter was ſo bold as to put a Quære up- 5 


on his Abilities for ſuch a Work, which put the Parſon imo 


ſuch a Hear, that he. challenged him to pray with him for 
Twenty Shillings ;, but the Diſſenter, t ho' a Man of quick Parts 


and good Learning, dare not anſwer the Challenge, and ſo the 
Parſon went away triumphing. From which couragious Ack 


you may fee what ſome Men can do if they would; and what 


pity is it that ſuch Men ſhouid not have free Liberty to exerciſe 


their Gifts, who dare venture ſo much Money upon them. 
_ Sixthly, It may be objected, we want Charity, we ate a Com- 
pany of cenſorious People, that are for judging Mens States, A 


Man can't be drunk, nor ſwear, but he is called to account; 
whereas others are for po a more favourable Conſtruction 
don't preſently unchriſtian Men 


may judge of @ Tree by its Fruits. We dare not prophane the 
Lord's Supper, by giving it to every profligate Wretch upon a 
dying Bed; but this I hope we can ſay, we have as much Cha- 
rity as the Word of Ged allows, ard ſomething more tor them 
tiom whom we diſſent, than they ſeem to have for us; for 
ſome of them ſentence us all to Hell by Wholeſale ; others, O un- 
merciful Men! [leave us there] which ſounds as if they them 
ſelves came from thence, while we hope well of many of them, 
and make a difference between the Precious and rhe Vile, | 
Laſtly, and that which I believe to many is more than all the 
reſt, they don't approve of the Place we preach in. What Barns ! 
To this I anſwer, Thoſe that don't like our Places of Worſhip, 
let them help us to better. Mean time, we value the Place for 
the Doctrine ſake, and not the Doctrine for the Place ſake; and 
had much rather bear the Truth, as it is in Jeſs, in a Barn, if 
we can't get a more convenient Place, than to hear Errors in a 
titely Cathedral; and think it no Shame to preach in ſuch. 
£laces, as not only the Apoſtles, but even Chriſt himſelf preached 
* | | 2 in 
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44 Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks ;, 


in before us. The Woman of Samaria did not 88 for hearing 
Chriſt himſelf, becauſe ſhe did not like the Place. Saith Chrint 
to her, John 4. 20. Ie worſhip ye know not what; Ve know what 
We worlbip, Saith ſhe,: v. 20. Our Fathers worſhipped i in this Moun- 
tain. Saith Chriſt, v. 21. Woman, believe me, the Hour cometh when 
ye ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Jerulalem, worſbip the 


Father, that is, with telpect to Places, tho' Feruſalem was the 


Place where the Temple tiood, which I take to have been as ho- 


ly as any of their pretended conſecrated Flaces, they themlelves 


: being 1 


Thus the Apoſtles, At 5. 42. And daily in the Temple, and in 


every Houle, they ceaſed not to teach and to preach Jeſus Chriſt, 


80 Ats28. 29, 30. And Paul dwelt two whole Years in his ownhi- 


red Houſe, and received all that came in unto him, preaching the 
Kingdom of God, and teaching thoſe things which concern the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, with a Confidence, no Man forbidding him. Tho 


they were Heathens, yet they did not forbid him to preach in 

his own Houle ; and yet we never read that it was conſecrated 
er licenſed. ThusChrift preach'd out of a Ship, Matt. 13. 2, 3. 
On a Mountain, Mat. 5. 1, 2. But perhaps ſome will ſay, Had 


we been there we would have taught him better things, or 
who would might have heard him for all us. 


But if yet they muſt be Schiſmaticks that preach out of theſe 


high Places, how will even ſome of them be fiee from the ſame 
Sia? for 'tis well known, that at Surbridge-Fair, near Cambridge, 

they preach two Sabbath Days i in a Year, and twice a Day too, 
wien is more than ordinary, in the plow'd Field, ſub tio. 7 


Now I would ask, Is that conlecrated Ground? and how far 
it doth extend? Is all that Field holy ? if lo, O happy Purcha- 
ſer! He need not fear wanting a Crop, without Dunging, 
fince its Conſecration will do tor all. 


Again, in Cambridge Town they have a Cuſtom, (251 am in- 


form'd) once a Year, to 5 a Tree. Here again ! 
would ask, Is that Tree holy * e Is there as much Virtue iu 
its Shadow as was in Peter's ? pg 15. if ſo, happy are the 


Birds t lat lodge in the Branches of it. Again, 1 would fain 
know, how far from the Tree the Hearers muſt ſlang, {ince the 


Snadow is lometimes longer, and lometinies fhorrer * 2 Or have 
they, by the black Art of Magick, caſt 2 Figure round that Tree, 


and tow far doth its Circumfetence extend? for according to 
the Rules 


known, by all that will hope to 1eÞ uy Benefit om TUG 


« f this blick Arr, Il thoſe things are neceſſary to be 


Sermons. 
But if it js anſwer's - Thoſe Places were choſen pro re 13 114 
as Occaſion rec) ured 10 vere our Meeting-noules; and 1 am 
peilwaded, i vilhp uzzle the wileſt of them to prove their p ub 
lick Places holler than ours, For who gave them a Power abone 
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all others to conſecrate Places? The Pope tells us, if we will 
believe him, he has had this Power long before them; and why 
may not we as well as they? But if, beyond all Contradiction, 
no Plzces are holy like thoſe, what pity it is the Company is no 
more ſuitable to the Place? A holy Houle, a holy Pulpit, a ho- 
iy Deſk for the Clark, and holy Seats, for I ſuppoſe they are all 
alike, and unholy Preachers, and profane Hearers, are incon- 
gruous. Moſes was not ſuffer'd to keep on his dirty Shooes up- 
on holy Ground, Exod. 3.5. Ina word, I ſhall never be out of 
liking with our Meeting Houſes, if but in good Repair, ſo long 
as that Text is in my Bible, Mat. 18. 20. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the midſt of 
them, I think it much better to be where Chriſt is, though the 
Place is not holy, than to be in a pretended holy Place, where 
Chriſt is a Stranger, 5 8 N 5 
Thus Reader I have given thee my free Thoughts of the Sin 
of Schilm ; and have anſwer'd all the Objections I have heard 
of; and hope we ſhall not appear ſo guilty as we have been re- 
preſented in the Eyes of thoſe that can read this without Preju- 


dice. I hope I fhall wipe off the Reproach caſt upon us, orelle 


furniſh the weakeſt of my Diſſenting Friends with Arguments to 
put to ſilence Gainſayers; or at leaſt, to ſatisfy their own Con- 
{ciences, touching the Lawfulneſs of our Way of Wo:ſhip ; and 
that none may be terrified or ſhaken in mind, by the empty Sound 


| of ſuch noiſy Tools, as deſire nothing more than to ſet the Na- 
tion on a Flame. 1 N 


In my judgment, nothing hath ſo expoſed ſome of An 


Charge of Schiſm, as this Occafional Conformity to them, from 


whom they more generally diſſent. This looks as if they 
thought that a total Separation amounted to no leſs than they 
are charg'd with; and therefore, to prevent it, make their Ap- 
pearance ſometimes, to let em know theirs is not a total Sepa- 
ration. But this makes em but the more guilty ; for who can 
once think, that they ſeparate from them at one time out of Cou- 
icience, who in Conſcience at another time think themſelves 
bound not to ſeparate ? If it is their Duty to join now and 
then, why not always? And if at all times, how is it their Du- 
iy at any time to ſeparate from them? Let them anſwer this that 


are concern'd, For my Part, I ſhould be loth to ſet up a Meet- 


ing (as well as [ love them) ina Town where there is a Church 
| can join with, leſt I ſhould never be able to juſiify my fo do- 


ing, to God or to Man. Haltirg between two Opinions is hate- 


dul to God and good Men. Saith God, 1 Kings 18. 21. by his 
Prophet Elijab, How long halt ye between two Opinions ? If the 
Lord be God follow him; but if Baal, then follow him, 
For any to join in Communion with a Church to qualify him- 
elf for a Place of Profit or Truſt, is certainly one of thoſe Abo- 
ET, . 1 minations 


W * 
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minations that God hates; for as this was not the End of its 
Inſtitution, ſo it muſt needs be provoking to God, to give or fe- 
ceive ſo ſacred an Ordinartee in any other Manner, or to any o- 
ther End than he hath appointed it, *Tis by this Means that the 
Table of the Lord is grown contemptible, *Tis ſad when God's 
Ordinances are made to ſerve Mens End. £ 
I am ſenſible, we live under great Diſcouragements ; but] 
would have none of God's People go out of God's Way, but wait 
mis time. God can break this Loak. I remember a Story I have 
_ read in Camerarius, of a King of Egyp?, who had taken four Kings 
Priſoners, nd made them (inftead of Horſes) draw him in a 
_ Chariot of Gold; as they were drawing him, one of the Kings 
Jock d back as if pleaſed ; being ask'd why, he anſwer'd, To lee 
the {wift Motion of the Wheel, to fee that part that was now 
_ uppermoft ſo ſoon on the Ground, and that part which was o 
the Giound ſo ſoon uppermoſt, We have a glorious Promiſe to 
be fulfill'd, Ezek. 14. 21. And in that Day there ſhall be no mor, 
ibe Canaanite in the Houſe of the Lord of Hoſts. _ 
Mean time Ill conclude with the Words of good Mica), 
Chap. 7. v. 8,9, 10. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine Eneny : 
when I fall T ſhall ariſe - when I fit in Darkneſs the Lord ſhall be 4 
Oo op 5 
I will bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned a 
| garnf him, until he plead my Cauſe, and execute Judgment for me 
be will bring me forth to the Light, and I ſhall behold his Righte 
8 e 1 


I ben be that is mine Enemy ſhall ſee it, and Shame ſhall cover 
her which ſaid unto me, Where is the Lord thy God? mine Eyes jhall 
nr her : Now ſhall ſhe he tredden down as the Mire of th: 
Meets. = Go Es | 
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